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Sunday, April 12, 2026 
Second Sunday of Easter 

WELCOME to Emanuel’s Lutheran Church!  
It is our joy to have you worship with us today. 

 
 
 
PRELUDE                                       
 
GATHERING           The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 
C: Amen. 
P: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 
    Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside 

still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring 
waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us the Guadalupe, the Colorado, the 
Comal, and the Frio. Blessed are you. 

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
P: Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give 

you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in 
joy and sorrow. Blessed are you. 

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
P: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers 

that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. 
C: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
P: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new 

creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

Children’s Church: Kindergarten to 5th Grade gathers in the Chapel. 
 
 

GATHERING HYMN         “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright”              ELW 384 
 
GREETING                                                                                                
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
 C: And also with you.     
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KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                                                     
AM: Let us pray together. 
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C: Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of 
those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive 
the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
WORD  God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
L: A reading from Acts. 
14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: 22 “Fellow 
Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God 
with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you 
yourselves know 23 this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and 
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the 
law. 24 But God raised him up, having released him from the agony of death, because it 
was impossible for him to be held in its power. 25 For David says concerning him, 
 ‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 
26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover, my flesh will live in 
hope. 27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades or let your Holy One experience 
corruption. 28 You have made known to me the ways of life; you will make me full of 
gladness with your presence.’  29 “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our 
ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this 
day. 30 Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he 
would put one of his descendants on his throne. 31 Foreseeing this, David spoke of the 
resurrection of the Messiah, saying, ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh 
experience corruption.’ 32 “This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” 
The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 16                                                                  Congregation reads bold text. 
 1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; 
  I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.” 
 2 All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, 
  upon those who are noble among the people. 
 3 But those who run after other gods 
  shall have their troubles multiplied. 
 4 I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, 
  never take their names upon my lips. R 
 5 O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; 
  it is you who uphold my lot. 
 6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; 
  indeed, I have a rich inheritance. 
 7 I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; 
  my heart teaches me night after night. 
 8 I have set the LORD always before me; 
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  because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken. R 
 9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; 
  my body also shall rest in hope. 
 10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, 
  nor let your holy one see the pit. 
 11 You will show me the path of life; 
  in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures   
     forevermore. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      
 

 
 

GOSPEL:  John 20:19-31 
P: The holy gospel according to John. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked 
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 
Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be 
with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they 
are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 24 But Thomas (who 
was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the 
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the 
mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in 
his side, I will not believe.” 26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and 
Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see 
my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
come to believe.” 30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that 
are not written in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe 
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in 
his name. 
The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                 “Christ’s Love Beyond the Cross”                       Pastor Rudy 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                    “We Walk by Faith”                                    ELW 635 
 
APOSTLES CREED                                                                                    
AM: Let us confess the faith of the church, using the words of the Apostles Creed. 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe 
in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                                        
AM: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let 

us pray for the needs of all creation. Almighty God, you give life to the dead and call 
into existence things that do not exist. Breathe your Spirit upon us, that our faith may 
be renewed day by day. 

 

              Respond to each petition:   AM: Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. 
 

AM: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of 
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 
PEACE                                                                                                        
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you. 
 
MEAL               God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
OFFERING HYMN               “With High Delight Let Us Unite”                      ELW 368 
                   

 Giving information is located on the back of the bulletin. 
OFFERING PRAYER                                                                                   
AM: Let us pray.   
    Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a 

table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us 
and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, C: Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING   
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER                                                                                                    

 
LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                      
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION                                                                      
P: Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 
 

COMMUNION                                     

Communion will take place via continuous line (right side) and continuous kneeling (left side). We 
welcome all baptized persons to the Lord’s Table who believe Christ is truly present in the bread and 
wine. Children are welcome to be brought forward to receive a blessing. Participants to the right will be 
offered a wafer and invited to eat with these words, “the body of Christ given for you.” Gluten free 
wafers are available. Next, step to the right, to the silver tray that contains glasses of white grape juice 
at the center and outer empty glasses for wine. Lastly, participants will step to the last assistant who 
will pour the wine and share these words, “the blood of Christ shed for you.” Place your glass in the 
small silver bowl at the end of the first pew as you return to your seat. If you wish to come forward 
and not receive either element, simply cross your arms for a blessing.  
 
AGNUS DEI                                  “Lamb of God”       
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COMMUNION HYMN    “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!”        ELW 385 
                   “Where Charity and Love Prevail”                  ELW 359 
 

TABLE BLESSING 
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. C: Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                                        
P: Let us pray. 
    Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all 

things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to 
bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, C: Amen. 

 
SENDING             God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

BLESSING                                                                                                        
P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever. C: Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN                        “Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!”                           ELW 380 
 

DISMISSAL                                                                                                
P: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE        
 
 
 
 
MUSICIAN TODAY: Ed Workmon, organ 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS FOR Sunday, April 12, 2025: Preaching: Pastor Rudy; Presiding: Pastor 
Marcus; Assisting Minister: Wayne Stalsworth; Communion Assistants: Bill Salt, Linda Salt, Bill Elley, 
Elizabeth Jandt, Rissa Springs; Reader: Marsha Schroeder; Ushers: Doug Parker, Debbie Parker, Hughlene 
Micheli, Karen Weinstein; Altar Guild: Sandra Schneider, Nancy Meier; A/V Tech: Jonathan Zitelman; 
Council Greeter: Sharon Herbold; Hospitality: Charles Jobe, Cathy Anderson, Carol Hamilton, Rachel 
Abrameit 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS for Sunday, April 19, 2026: Preaching and Presiding, Pastor Marcus; 
Assisting Minister: Marsha Schroeder; Communion Assistants: Dave English, Fran Vinyard, Liz Witten, 
Janelle Leon-Weinman, Bev Seidenschwarz; Reader: Elizabeth Jandt; Ushers: Sheila English, Rissa 
Springs, Ilene Cherry, Darlene Zies; Altar Guild: Marsha Schroeder, Sheila English, Dave English; A/V 
Tech: Kristen Bigott; Council Greeter: Bill Salt; Safety Attendants: NEEDED, Allan Bode; Hospitality: 
Gloria Hanna, Barbara Haas, Doris Jefferies 
 

EMANUEL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP is in the sanctuary, online, and aired on KWED AM 1580 radio at 10:30 a.m. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT TO SHARE? Submit a brief, yet detailed description of your event to 
info@elcseguin.org on Mondays for consideration in the Weekly News and bulletin. 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship Setting 4 with Holy Communion. From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright ©2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB139662 and ONE LICENSE #A-727673. Scripture 
quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
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SUNDAY STUDIES: 
 THE HERITAGE CLASS (307): 9:15am. Seeking to unlock the wisdom of the Bible through 

fellowship and robust group discussion. Spring Study: “Lament, Confession, Rebirth” 
 JOY CLASS: Bible stories and songs for adults with intellectual disabilities. Class meets one Sunday 

a month in the WMR at 9:00am.   
 CHILDREN'S CHURCH: During worship Children’s Ministry volunteers lead our PK to 5th graders to 

the Children’s Church room, down the hall from the sanctuary, returning as we share the peace.    
 THE COMPASS COOPERATIVE gathers on Sundays with our church partners- Emanuel’s, St. 

Andrew’s, and Spirit of Joy - at Spirit of Joy campus. Middle School (6-8 grades) from 4-5pm, dinner 
for everyone at 5pm, and High School (9-12 grades) from 5:30-6:30pm. Hannah@elcseguin.org  

 CONFIRMATION CLASS meets Sunday, April 26 at 11:45 in the Women’s Ministry Room.  
 

WEEKLY AND MONTHLY STUDIES AND PROGRAMS:  
Line Dancing with Handsome Rob (Fellowship Hall): Mondays at 2:00pm 
Chair Yoga with Gina (Family Life Center): Wednesdays at 9:00am  
3C: Community-Connection-Conversation (Church Lawn): Tuesdays at 7:30am   
The Wired Word (Family Life Center): Tuesdays at 8:45am  
Sweet Hour of Prayer (Family Life Center): Thursdays at 10am  
Pathways to Healing Grief Support (Family Life Center): 2nd Sunday at 2:00pm 
Pub Theology (1916 Bar & Bistro): 3rd Thursday at 5:30pm 
Caregiver Café (Family Life Center): 3rd Sunday at 2:00pm  
Faith Circle (Women’s Ministry Rm):3rd Tuesdays at 2:00pm  
Joy Circle (Women’s Ministry Rm): 2nd Thursday at 9:30am  
Ladies Aid (Women’s Ministry Rm): 1st Wednesdays at 2:00pm  
 

SUMMER HYMN SELECTIONS will come from YOU! The Worship Team wants your input on 
which hymns we will sing this summer, June through August. From now until May 24 make sure to pick 
up a hymn request card, fill it out, and drop it in the "Hymn Box" in the Narthex. We will feature as many 
of your choices as we can over the course of the summer. You can request more than one hymn! 

 

CAREGIVER SYMPOSIUM is Thursday, April 16 from 9am to noon at the Seguin Public 
Library. The Caregiver Symposium features Rev. Dr. Carla Cheatham, an expert in trauma-
informed care, resilience, and emotional intelligence, who will equip professional and non-
professional caregivers with practical tools for sustainable self-care and compassionate 
presence. Respite care for loved ones will be offered by GRMC Hospice volunteers. 
Presented by Emanuel's Lutheran Church, Guadalupe Regional Medical Center, and the 
Resilient Foundation. Scan the QR code to register. Seats are limited. 

 

MAKING YOUR GRIEF COUNT is a three-week grief program for those who have experienced loss of any 
kind to work through their grief, learn about healthy coping tools, and discover a path to healing in a 
supportive environment. Pastor Darwin Huartson facilitates this program at Emanuel’s in the Family Life 
Center on Sundays, April 19, 26, and May 3 from 2-4pm. 

 

COMPASS SUMMER FUNDRAISER: Help our youth have an amazing summer! Choose a donation 
envelope in the narthex, complete the form, and drop in the box! Donors will be invited to a special end-
of-summer dinner and recap hosted by Compass youth. hannah@elcseguin.org. 

 

SENIOR SOCIAL CLUB OCTOBERFEST LUNCH will be Thursday, April 23 from 11:30-1:30 in the 
Fellowship Hall. Bring your favorite side or dessert to go with Bill Hauserman’s German fare! Let Donna 
know if you can come by Monday, April 20, donna@elcseguin.org  

 

GRADUATION SUNDAYS: We are excited to celebrate our high school and college graduates on Sunday, 
May 3 and May 10 respectively, with a cake reception either in the Narthex, or under the large oak 
tree following worship - depending on the weather. We will take photos, offer well wishes, and give each 
graduate a joyous send off. Please email Pastor Marcus back if your graduate will be in attendance. 

  

SANCTUARY FLOWERS and RADIO BROADCASTS are sponsored by Emanuel’s members. If you would 
like to remember or honor a loved one in this way, please call the church office, or sign up on the calendar on 
the Level 2 hallway. Fees and submission forms are located in the narthex, the church office, and online.  
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EMANUEL’S CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
And Ministry Team Liaisons 

President, Bryce Kennedy, Outreach & Service Team 
Vice President, Sheila English, Fellowship & Feast Team 
Secretary, Paul Sims, Education Team 
Treasurer, Sharon Herbold 

Natalia Almquist. Day School Board Liaison 
Charles Jobe, Safety and Property Team 
Tim Kent, Fellowship & Feast Team 
Janelle Leon-Weinman, Gather & Grow Team 
Bill Salt, Education Team 
Rissa Springs, Worship Team 
Darlene Zies, Outreach & Service Team 
 

 

ALL TEAM MEETING NIGHT 
Wednesday, May 27 

5:30pm in the Women’s Ministry Room 
All of Emanuel’s Ministry Teams gather on a single evening to share a meal, collaborate, plan, and schedule 
upcoming events and ministry projects.  
 
 

EMANUEL’S STAFF 
 

Senior Pastor, The Rev. Marcus Bigott, 830-377-8643 cell, pastormarcus@elcseguin.org 
Associate Pastor, The Rev. Rudy Salazar, Jr. pastorrudy@elcseguin.org   
Visitation Pastor- San Antonio, The Rev. Darwin Huartson, dhuartson@icloud.com  
Day School Director, Tori Ferson, tferson@elcseguin.org  
Office and Campus Administrator, Sherry Hardwick, sherry@elcseguin.org  
Director of Finance, Jeni Payton, jeni@elcseguin.org 
Principal Organist, Edward Workmon, edward@elcseguin.org  
Director of Community Education and Senior Ministry, Donna Simmons, donna@elcseguin.org  
Compass Cooperative Program Director, Hannah Hansen, hannah@elcseguin.org  
 
 
 

 
EMANUEL’S MISSION STATEMENT: “To be the church God is calling us to be by 
declaring God’s love, serving others, and embracing all.” 
 
GIVING AT EMANUEL’S: Donations and tithes to the church may be given by 
envelopes in the pews, mailed to the church, online, or scanned with QR Code below.  
 
                    

 

Emanuel’s Lutheran Church 
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

206 North Travis Street | Seguin, Texas 78155 
(830) 379-5046 | info@elcseguin.org 

Church office is open Monday-Thursday from 8-5 
www.EmanuelsLutheranChurch.com 

 














