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Sunday, February 26, 2023 
1st Sunday of Lent 

WELCOME to Emanuel’s Lutheran Church! 
It is our joy to have you worship with us today. 

This morning we continue our 5-week sermon series entitled,  
"Discerning an Exotic Species: A Lutheran Evangelist.” 

 
PRELUDE                               “Christe, qui lux es et dies”                           Samuel Scheidt 

Verses 1-3 
                                               “Erbarm dich mein, O Herre Gott”              Johann Gottfried Walther 
 

GATHERING  The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM: Nicole Rose Eldridge                                      p. 277 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                                                         p.95 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and 

sustains us with the gift of grace. 
C: Amen. 
P: Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s 

mercy. Holy God, 
C: we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not 

trust your holy word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we 
spoil rather than steward your creation; we cause hurt though you call us to 
heal; we choose fear over compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as 
we seek to follow in your way of life. Amen. 

P: Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all 
may receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, 
☩ forgives you in Christ’s name, and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 

C: Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN              “Bless Now, O God, the Journey”                    ELW 326 
 
GREETING                                                                                                
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  
C: And also with you.     
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                                                     
AM: Let us pray together. 
C: Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and 

around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty 
promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again 
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and restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
WORD  God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
READINGS 
 

EZRA 1:1-4 
L: A reading from Ezra. 
1In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, in order that the word of the LORD by the mouth 
of Jeremiah might be accomplished, the LORD stirred up the spirit of King Cyrus of Persia 
so that he sent a herald throughout all his kingdom, and also in a written edict declared: 
2Thus says King Cyrus of Persia: The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the 
kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem in 
Judah. 3Any of those among you who are of his people — may their God be with them! — 
are now permitted to go up to Jerusalem in Judah, and rebuild the house of the LORD, the 
God of Israel — he is the God who is in Jerusalem; 4and let all survivors, in whatever place 
they reside, be assisted by the people of their place with silver and gold, with goods and 
with animals, besides freewill offerings for the house of God in Jerusalem." 
 
1 CORINTHIANS 11:23-26 
L: A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
23For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the 
night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and said, "This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me." 25In the 
same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 26For as often as you eat 
this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
 
2 CORINTHIANS 5:14-21 
L: A reading from 2 Corinthians. 
14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; 
therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer 
for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. 16From now on, therefore, 
we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a 
human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there 
is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 18All 
this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the 
ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to 
us. 20So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we 
entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin 
who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
The word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL 
 
LUKE 1:5-14 
P: The holy gospel according to Luke. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
P: 5In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged 
to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her name was 
Elizabeth. 6Both of them were righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all the 
commandments and regulations of the Lord. 7But they had no children, because Elizabeth 
was barren, and both were getting on in years. 8Once when he was serving as priest 
before God and his section was on duty, 9he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of 
the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. 10Now at the time of 
the incense offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying outside. 11Then there 
appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of 
incense. 12When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. 13But the 
angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife 
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John. 14You will have joy and 
gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 
 
MATTHEW 28:1-10, 16-20 
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
P: After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an 
angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on 
it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him the 
guards shook and became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, "Do not be 
afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has 
been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his 
disciples, 'He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to 
Galilee; there you will see him.' This is my message for you." 8So they left the tomb quickly 
with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them and said, 
"Greetings!" And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus 
said to them, "Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will 
see me." 16Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 
directed them. 17When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18And Jesus 
came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age." 
 
JOHN 16:5-15 
P: The holy gospel according to John. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
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P: 5But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, 'Where are you 
going?' 6But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your 
hearts. 7Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do 
not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8And 
when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and 
judgment: 9about sin, because they do not believe in me; 10about righteousness, because I 
am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; 11about judgment, because the 
ruler of this world has been condemned. 12I still have many things to say to you, but you 
cannot bear them now. 13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the 
truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will 
declare to you the things that are to come. 14He will glorify me, because he will take what 
is mine and declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that 
he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 
P: The gospel of the Lord.  
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON            “Take A Peek – Emanuel’s Does Evangelism”      Dennis Sagebiel 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY        “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days”               ELW 319 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                                        
AM: Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 
creation. You alone are God. Sustain your church in times of wilderness. Give vision and 
wisdom to bishops, their staff, and all entrusted with the ministry of administration. 
Counsel all who faithfully lead your people into the future. 

Response to each petition:  AM: Merciful God,  
                                            C: receive our prayer. 

 

AM: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to 
renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
C: Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
 
MEAL               God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
OFFERING HYMN                  “When Peace like a River”                          ELW 785 
    
OFFERING                                             Giving information is located on the back of the bulletin. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER                                                                                   
AM: Let us pray.  
God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service 
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for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out 
your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 
C: Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                                p. 144 
 
 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER          
 
LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                      
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION                                                                      
P: Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 
 
AGNUS DEI                                     “Lamb of God”                                            p.146 
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COMMUNION                                     
Communion will take place via continuous line (right side) and continuous kneeling (left side). We 
welcome all baptized persons to the Lord’s Table who believe Christ is truly present in the bread and 
wine. Children are also welcomed to be brought forward to receive a blessing. For those taking 
communion via continuous line, please make your way up the right-hand side of the main aisle. 
Participants will be offered a wafer and invited to eat with these words, “the body of Christ given for 
you.” If you would like a gluten free wafer, please ask the pastor or communion assistant for one and 
they will present you with a plate where you may retrieve the wafer. Each will then step, to the right, 
to the silver tray that contains glasses of white grape juice at the center and outer empty glasses for 
wine. Lastly, participants will step to the last assistant who will pour the wine and share these words, 
“the blood of Christ shed for you.” Place your glass in the small silver bowl at the end of the first pew 
as you return to your seat. If you wish to come forward and not receive either element, please cross 
your arms for a blessing. For those kneeling for communion, please make your way up the left-hand 
side of the main aisle. The bread and wine will be presented to you as you kneel, following the outline 
above. Please place your communion glass in the small tray on the back side of the kneeler after you 
have drunk the juice or wine before departing from the rail as you are ready and return to your seat.  
 
COMMUNION HYMN        “Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song”                   ELW 808 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  
C: Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                                        
AM: Let us pray. 
Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of our 
hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch 
the world with your love.  
C: Amen. 
 
SENDING             God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING                                                                                                        
P: God, the giver of love, ☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit of 
rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey. 
C: Amen 
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SENDING HYMN            “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”                   ELW 618  
 
DISMISSAL                                                                                                
P: Go in peace. Serve in love.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                         “Christe, der du bist Tag und Licht”                       J.S. Bach 
   
Evangelical Lutheran Worship Setting 3, Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB139662 and OneLicense.net License #A-727673. Scripture quotations are 
from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MUSICIANS TODAY: Edward Workman, organ; Thomas Engler, Piano 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS FOR TODAY, February 26, 2023: Preaching: Dennis Sagebiel; Presiding: 
Pastor Marcus; Assisting Minister: Stephanie Robbins; Acolytes: Bella Jo; Communion Assistants: 
Elizabeth Jandt, Bill Salt, Darlene Zies, John Van Deusen, Karen Weinstein; Reader: Cathy Anderson; 
Ushers: Tim Troell, Joe Kane, Deborah Almquist, Bev Seidenschwarz, Steve Tschoepe; Altar Guild: Cathy 
Anderson, Elizabeth Jandt; A/V Tech: Jonathan Zitelman; Council Greeter: Susan Yeatts; Hospitality: 
Deborah Almquist, Gerry Harrison, Carolyn Blumberg 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS FOR SUNDAY, March 5, 2023: Preaching: Pastor John; Presiding: Pastor 
Marcus; Assisting Minister: Elizabeth Jandt; Acolytes: Elle Hepp; Communion Assistants: Carrie 
Moseley, Jeannie Hall, Earlene Jarzombek, Jeanne Palmer, Barbara McCall; Reader: Mike Haug; Ushers: 
Allan Bode, Bill Meier, Ron Schneider; Altar Guild: Elizabeth Jandt, Jeanne Palmer; A/V Tech: Matt Clardy; 
Council Greeter: Lindsay May; Hospitality: Nancy Meier, Bill Meier, Fran Vinyard, Keith Vinyard 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Emanuel’s Lutheran Church welcomes 

Nicole Rose Eldridge 
daughter of Courtney Eldridge 

into the body of Christ and into the mission we share as 
a New Member of Emanuel’s Lutheran Church 

through the Sacrament of Baptism. 
Thanks and praise to God. 

 
Sponsors: Kristen and Marcus Bigott 

Garrett Eldridge 
 

 

 

 
SANCTUARY FLOWERS and RADIO BROADCASTS are sponsored by Emanuel’s 
members. If you would like to remember or honor a loved one in this way, please 
call the church office, or sign up on the calendar in the office. Thanks to all who 
participate in this memorable ministry. 
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EMANUEL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP is in-person, online, and aired on KWED AM 1580 radio at 10:30 a.m. 
 

COVID-19 SAFETY UPDATE: Masks are welcomed but no longer required on the church campus. Please 
refer to the entire updated 2022 Emanuel’s Covid-19 Policy on our website. 
 

EMANUEL’S MISSION STATEMENT: “To be the church God is calling us to be by declaring God’s love, 
serving others, and embracing all.” 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 
SUNDAY MORNINGS 

 

"Discerning an Exotic Species: A Lutheran Evangelist," is a 5-week sermon series, beginning 
February 12, featuring new and familiar voices and faces from our congregation, led by Paul Sims, Dennis 
Sagebiel, and Pastor Marcus.  Then March 19 & 26, we will gather to unpack our topic further in the 
Family Life Center during the education hour.  Come join us! 
 

The Heritage Class (307): Augsburg Fortress Quarterly Adult Bible Study led by various class members at 
9:15am. Winter study is From Darkness to Light.  
 

Children's Sunday School (1st Floor Green Room near elevator): Preschool to 5th graders are invited to 
join the Education Team for a rotation style Sunday morning education program starting at 9:15am.   

Unit 5: Jonah and the Big Fish: 
    02/26 – Straight to Nineveh- Cooking                    03/05- God Sends a Message – Bible Skills and Games 
 

Joy Class (Women’s Ministry Room):  Bible stories and songs for adults with intellectual disabilities. 
Gathering at 9:15 on the First Sundays of the month.  
 

CONFIRMATION CLASS gathers next, March 19 at 1pm at Emanuel’s in the Women’s Ministry Room. 
Instruction for the year take place monthly at either Emanuel’s or Spirit of Joy.  
 

WEEKDAY STUDIES 
Faith Circle (Women’s Ministry Rm): 3rd Tuesdays at 2:30; Joy Circle (Women’s Ministry Rm): 2nd 

Thursday at 9:30; Ladies Aid (Women’s Ministry Rm): 1st Wednesdays at 2:00 except in July 
 

GIVE NOW FOR EARTHQUAKE RELIEF: Following the devastating earthquakes that impacted Turkey 
and Syria, Lutheran Disaster Response is committed to supporting our partner organizations that are 
responding to the needs of survivors. Support the response today: https://bit.ly/3I1sFkm or with giving 
forms available in the narthex and church office. Checks payable to Lutheran Disaster Response.  
 

MAKING YOUR GRIEF COUNT: Sundays, February 26 - March 12, 2-4 PM in the Family Life Center. 
Our three-week "Making Your Grief Count' program is for those who have experienced the loss of death of a 
loved one to work through their grief and learn about healthy coping tools. Facilitated by Pastor Darwin 
Huartson. To learn more, contact Emanuel's Bereavement Coordinator Donna Simmons at 830-379-5046. 
 

GARDEN WORKDAY WITH TLU is Saturday, March 4 from 8-Noon. TLU’s annual spring day of service, 
Day of the Dogs, is a great opportunity for students to get out in the community and give back their time, 
energy, and talents to support community needs. You are invited to join the students as they work at the 
Garden of Eatin', Emanuel's community garden. Work will include tearing down the winter garden and 
building the spring and summer garden. 

1st COMMUNION CLASSES will be held on Sundays March 19, 26 and April 2 from 9:15-10:15am in 
the Women’s Ministry Room. All 5th grader and older youth who have not participated in the class and are 
wishing to do so are invited. We will gather for study, fellowship, and during our last gathering, will bake 
the bread used for Holy Communion at the Maundy Thursday service. It will be at this service, Thursday, 
April 6th at 7pm, that 1st Communion students and their families will celebrate the Meal together. Please 
reach out to Pastor Marcus to get your youth on the list for this year’s classes. 
 



9 
 

HABITAT ECUMENICAL BUILD DAY is Saturday, March 25 from 8am-2pm at 957 Allende St. Ready to 
put your faith into action? All are welcome! Watch for other upcoming ecumenical build dates in 2023.  
 

2023 SUMMER CAMP at Chrysalis, Ebert Ranch, and Port Aransas: If you have a youth who has 
completed 1st grade through 11th grade, and they are interested in attending one of our Synod’s camping 
programs, please reach out to Pastor Marcus ASAP. This ministry is a wonderful chance to experience God 
in incredible ways. We want everyone to go who wishes too! 
 

INGITE YOUTH AND FAMILY ZDT PLAY DAY! Our Education Team invites you to join us for an 
afternoon of fun at the ZDT Park on Kingsbury Street on Saturday, March 25 from 12-4:00pm. The first 
15 youth get free “extreme” wristbands to enjoy the afternoon on us. Bring extra money for food and 
drinks! A sign-up sheet is available in the Narthex or you can reach out to one of our Vicars or Pastor 
Marcus. Come join us! 
 

DEVOTIONS FOR LENT are available now in the narthex and church office. In honor of the 250th 
anniversary of the writing of “Amazing Grace,” these Lenten devotions by theologian Michael Hoy tie the 
words of the beloved song (and the history surrounding it) to our lives today and to the lives of those in the 
Bible who experienced the amazing grace of God revealed most profoundly in the salvation of Jesus. "God's 
Grace Is Great! - Amazing Lenten Devotions for Children" is also available for ages 6-10. 
 

 

WEDNESDAYS DURING LENT 

March 1 - 29 
 
Please join us for a light supper at 6pm in the Women’s Ministry Room before 
Holden Evening Prayer in the Sanctuary at 7pm. 
 

 
 
 

 
Please use the space below for notes regarding “"Discerning an Exotic Species: A Lutheran 
Evangelist.” Then join us March 19 & 26 as we gather to unpack our topic further in the Family Life 
Center during the education hour.   
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EMANUEL’S CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
President, Rissa Springs, Worship Ministry 
Vice President, Emily Prochnow, Outreach/Service Ministry 
Secretary, Lindsay May, Outreach & Service Ministry 
Treasurer, Susan Yeatts, Congregational Care Ministry 
Melissa Barbre, Worship Ministry 
Bryce Kennedy, Outreach & Service Ministry 
Sarah Kennedy, Outreach & Service Ministry 
Aaron Jenke 
Garry Miller, Stewardship Ministry 
Debby Richardson, Stewardship Ministry 
Gwyneth Tallier, Education Ministry 
 

 

ALL MINISTRY TEAM NIGHT 
Monday, February 27, 2023 

6:30 p.m. 
Women’s Ministry Room 

All of Emanuel’s Ministry Teams now gather on a single evening each month to collaborate, plan, and 
schedule upcoming events and ministry projects. Council Members act as team leaders/coordinators, 
but Ministry Teams are open to, and run by, everyone in the congregation. Please join us! 

 
EMANUEL’S STAFF 

Senior Pastor, The Rev. Marcus Bigott, 830-377-8643 cell, pastormarcus@elcseguin.org  
Visitation Pastor, The Rev. John Van Deusen, pastorjohn@elcseguin.org  
Director of Music, Thomas Engler, thomas@elcseguin.org  
Day School Director, Katie Brawner, dayschool@elcseguin.org  
Visitation Pastor- San Antonio, The Rev. Darwin Huartson, dhuartson@porterloring.com  
Bereavement and Senior Care Coordinator, Donna Simmons, donna@elcseguin.org  
Office and Campus Administrator, Sherry Hardwick, sherry@elcseguin.org  
Accountant and Bookkeeper, Jeni Payton, jeni@elcseguin.org 
Vicar, Jordana Gutierrez, vicarjordana@elcseguin.org  
Church Custodian, Pauline Zunker 
 
GIVING AT EMANUEL’S: Donations and tithes to the church may be given by: envelopes in the pews, mailed to 
Emanuel’s Lutheran Church, online, or scanned with QR Code below.  
 

 

Emanuel’s Lutheran Church 
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

206 North Travis Street | Seguin, Texas 78155 
(830) 379-5046 | FAX (830) 379-7518    

 Church office is open Monday-Thursday from 8-5 
www.EmanuelsLutheranChurch.com | info@elcseguin.org 
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