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Sunday, April 19, 2026 
Third Sunday of Easter 

WELCOME to Emanuel’s Lutheran Church!  
It is our joy to have you worship with us today. 

 
 
PRELUDE                                       
 
GATHERING           The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
BIBLE PRESENTATION: Leila May and Abigail Zitelman 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 
C: Amen. 
P: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 
    Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside 

still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring 
waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us the Guadalupe, the Colorado, the 
Comal, and the Frio. Blessed are you. 

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
P: Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give 

you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in 
joy and sorrow. Blessed are you. 

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
P: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers 

that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. 
C: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
P: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new 

creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

Children’s Church: Kindergarten to 5th Grade gathers in the Chapel. 
 
 

GATHERING HYMN                   “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!”                           ELW 377 
 
GREETING                                                                                                
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
 C: And also with you.     
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                                                     
AM: Let us pray together. 
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C: O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of 
bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming 
work, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  

    Amen. 
 
WORD  God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
L: A reading from Acts. 
14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the 
crowd]: 36 “Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made 
him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 37 Now when they heard this, 
they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what 
should we do?” 38 Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, 
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 40 And he testified with many other 
arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt 
generation.” 41 So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about 
three thousand persons were added. 
The word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19                                                Congregation reads bold text. 
 1 I love the LORD, who has heard my voice, 
  and listened to my supplication, 
 2 for the LORD has given ear to me 
  whenever I called. 
 3 The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me; 
  I came to grief and sorrow. 
 4 Then I called upon the name of the LORD: 
  “O LORD, I pray you, save my life.”  
 12 How shall I repay the LORD 
  for all the good things God has done for me? 
 13 I will lift the cup of salvation 
  and call on the name of the LORD. 
 14 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 
  in the presence of all God’s people. 
 15 Precious in your sight, O LORD, 
  is the death of your servants. 
 16 O LORD, truly I am your servant; 
  I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds. 
 17 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
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  and call upon the name of the LORD.  
 18 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 
  in the presence of all God’s people, 
 19 in the courts of the LORD’s house, 
  in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah!  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      
 

 
 
 

GOSPEL:  Luke 24:13-35 
P: The holy gospel according to Luke. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
13 Now on that same day two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, about 
seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these things that had 
happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went 
with them, 16 but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What 
are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking 
sad. 18 Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only 
stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these 
days?” 19 He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the 
people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to 
death and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, 
and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 22 Moreover, 
some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 23 and 
when they did not find his body there they came back and told us that they had indeed 
seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us 
went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see 
him.” 25 Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to believe 
all that the prophets have declared! 26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer 
these things and then enter into his glory?” 27 Then beginning with Moses and all the 
prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 
  28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he 
were going on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost 
evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was 
at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then 
their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and he vanished from their 
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sight. 32 They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was 
talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 33 That same hour 
they got up and returned to Jerusalem, and they found the eleven and their companions 
gathered together. 34 They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared 
to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the road and how he had been made 
known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
The gospel of the Lord.  
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                      “We Are Emmaus People”                         Pastor Marcus 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                    “Thine Is the Glory”                                    ELW 376 
 
APOSTLES CREED                                                                                    
AM: Let us confess the faith of the church, using the words of the Apostles Creed. 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe 
in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                                        
AM: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let 

us pray for the needs of all creation. Living Savior, just as you journeyed with the 
disciples to Emmaus, accompany us on our journey of faith. Gather us at your table, 
that we recognize you in the breaking of the bread. 

 

              Respond to each petition:   AM: Merciful God,  
                                                       C: receive our prayer. 

 

AM: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of 
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 
PEACE                                                                                                        
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C: And also with you. 
 
MEAL               God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
OFFERING HYMN               “Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing”                 ELW 389 
                   

 Giving information is located on the back of the bulletin. 
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OFFERING PRAYER                                                                                   
AM: Let us pray.   
    Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a 

table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us 
and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus,  

C: Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING   
 

 
 
 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER                                                                                                    

 
LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                      
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION                                                                      
P: Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 
 

COMMUNION                                     

Communion will take place via continuous line (right side) and continuous kneeling (left side). We 
welcome all baptized persons to the Lord’s Table who believe Christ is truly present in the bread and 
wine. Children are welcome to be brought forward to receive a blessing. Participants to the right will be 
offered a wafer and invited to eat with these words, “the body of Christ given for you.” Gluten free 
wafers are available. Next, step to the right, to the silver tray that contains glasses of white grape juice 
at the center and outer empty glasses for wine. Lastly, participants will step to the last assistant who 
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will pour the wine and share these words, “the blood of Christ shed for you.” Place your glass in the 
small silver bowl at the end of the first pew as you return to your seat. If you wish to come forward 
and not receive either element, simply cross your arms for a blessing.  
 
AGNUS DEI                                  “Lamb of God”       

 

 
 
COMMUNION HYMN              “As We Gather at Your Table”                       ELW 522 
                    “We Come to the Hungry Feast”                     ELW 479 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace.  
C: Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                                        
P: Let us pray. 
    Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all 

things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to 
bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,  

C: Amen. 
 
SENDING             God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
BLESSING                                                                                                        
P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever.  
C: Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                 “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!”                         ELW 393 
 

DISMISSAL                                                                                                
P: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!  
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MUSICIAN TODAY: Ed Workmon, organ 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS for Sunday, April 19, 2026: Preaching and Presiding, Pastor Marcus; 
Assisting Minister: Marsha Schroeder; Communion Assistants: Dave English, Fran Vinyard, Liz Witten, 
Janelle Leon-Weinman, Bev Seidenschwarz; Reader: Elizabeth Jandt; Ushers: Sheila English, Rissa 
Springs, Ilene Cherry, Darlene Zies; Altar Guild: Marsha Schroeder, Sheila English, Dave English; A/V 
Tech: Kristen Bigott; Council Greeter: Bill Salt; Safety Attendants: NEEDED, Allan Bode; Hospitality: 
Gloria Hanna, Barbara Haas, Doris Jefferies 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS FOR Sunday, April 26, 2025: Preaching: Pastor Marcus; Presiding: Pastor 
Rudy; Assisting Minister: Bill Salt; Communion Assistants: Cindy Pique, Darlene Zies, Deb haug, Emily 
Prochnow, Marsha Schroeder; Reader: Steve Anderson; Ushers: Tim Troell, Joe Kane, Deborah Almquist, 
Bev Seidenschwarz, Barbara McCall; Altar Guild: Canty Anderson, Cindy Pique; A/V Tech: Allan Bode; 
Council Greeter: Natalia Almquist; Hospitality: Deborah Almquist, Gerry Harrison, Sheila English; Safety 
Attendants: Kevin Seider, Charles Jobe 
 

EMANUEL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP is in the sanctuary, online, and aired on KWED AM 1580 radio at 10:30 a.m. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT TO SHARE? Submit a brief, yet detailed description of your event to 
info@elcseguin.org on Mondays for consideration in the Weekly News and bulletin. 
 

SUNDAY STUDIES: 
 THE HERITAGE CLASS. Room 307 at 9:15am. Seeking to unlock the wisdom of the Bible through 

fellowship and robust group discussion. Spring Study: “Lament, Confession, Rebirth” 
 DISCIPLES CLASS April 26 – May 17: Faith Basics. Family Life Center at 9:00am. How many 

decades has it been since you were in Confirmation class? Do you still remember any of it? If you 
have never been exposed to the fundamentals of our Lutheran traditions or simply want a friendly 
reminder, join us as we go through an adult-focused catechism, covering the Sacraments, the place 
of Scripture, the Trinity and Creeds, the Lord’s Prayer, our worship rhythms, the role of the Church, 
and more. 

 JOY CLASS: Bible stories and songs for adults with intellectual disabilities. Class meets one Sunday 
a month in the WMR at 9:00am.   

Evangelical Lutheran Worship Setting 4 with Holy Communion. From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright ©2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB139662 and ONE LICENSE #A-727673. Scripture 
quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

 
SANCTUARY FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God.  

The Altar arrangement is placed today by the Almquist Family 
in celebration of Debbie Almquist’s birthday. 
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 CHILDREN'S CHURCH: During worship Children’s Ministry volunteers lead our PK to 5th graders to 
the Children’s Church room, down the hall from the sanctuary, returning as we share the peace.    

 THE COMPASS COOPERATIVE gathers on Sundays with our church partners- Emanuel’s, St. 
Andrew’s, and Spirit of Joy - at Spirit of Joy campus. Middle School (6-8 grades) from 4-5pm, dinner 
for everyone at 5pm, and High School (9-12 grades) from 5:30-6:30pm. Hannah@elcseguin.org  

 CONFIRMATION CLASS meets Sunday, April 26 at 11:45 in the Women’s Ministry Room.  
 

WEEKLY AND MONTHLY STUDIES AND PROGRAMS:  
Line Dancing with Handsome Rob (Fellowship Hall): Mondays at 2:00pm 
Chair Yoga with Gina (Family Life Center): Wednesdays at 9:00am  
3C: Community-Connection-Conversation (Church Lawn): Tuesdays at 7:30am   
The Wired Word (Family Life Center): Tuesdays at 8:45am  
Sweet Hour of Prayer (Family Life Center): Thursdays at 10am  
Pathways to Healing Grief Support (Family Life Center): 2nd Sunday at 2:00pm 
Pub Theology (1916 Bar & Bistro): 3rd Thursday at 5:30pm 
Caregiver Café (Family Life Center): 3rd Sunday at 2:00pm  
Faith Circle (Women’s Ministry Rm):3rd Tuesdays at 2:00pm  
Joy Circle (Women’s Ministry Rm): 2nd Thursday at 9:30am  
Ladies Aid (Women’s Ministry Rm): 1st Wednesdays at 2:00pm  

 
Troop 107 extends a resounding THANK YOU to Emanuel’s for the pancake breakfast 
fundraiser! Not only for those able to come support us, but also for allowing us to use the 
space and invite the community. We are excited for all of the opportunities these funds will 
help our scouts to experience! 
 

SUMMER HYMN SELECTIONS will come from YOU! The Worship Team wants your input on 
which hymns we will sing this summer, June through August. From now until May 24 make sure to pick 
up a hymn request card, fill it out, and drop it in the "Hymn Box" in the Narthex. We will feature as many 
of your choices as we can over the course of the summer. You can request more than one hymn! 

 

MAKING YOUR GRIEF COUNT is a three-week grief program for those who have experienced loss of any 
kind to work through their grief, learn about healthy coping tools, and discover a path to healing in a 
supportive environment. Pastor Darwin Huartson facilitates this program at Emanuel’s in the Family Life 
Center on Sundays, April 19, 26, and May 3 from 2-4pm. 

 

COMPASS SUMMER FUNDRAISER: Help our youth have an amazing summer! Choose a donation 
envelope in the narthex, complete the form, and drop in the box! Donors will be invited to a special end-
of-summer dinner and recap hosted by Compass youth. hannah@elcseguin.org. 

 

SENIOR SOCIAL CLUB OCTOBERFEST LUNCH will be Thursday, April 23 from 11:30-1:30 in the 
Fellowship Hall. Bring your favorite side or dessert to go with Bill Hauserman’s German fare! Let Donna 
know if you can come by Monday, April 20, donna@elcseguin.org  

 

HOSPITALITY CART COOKIES NEEDED: Emanuel’s loves to gather after worship. Home baked treats 
are running low. Bakers are asked to help us stock up by bringing cookies to the hospitality cart on 
Sunday mornings. Let Bev Seidenschwarz know if you have any questions. 

 

LUTHERAN LUNCH BUNCH gathers next on Sunday, May 3 following worship at Grand Buffet, 1463 E. 
Court St. With full hearts from the service and empty stomachs ready for fellowship, you’re invited to 
dive into hearty meals, laughter, and lively conversation. Come nourish your body, soul, and spirit with 
us. Donna Simmons  is the contact.  

 

GRADUATION SUNDAYS: We are excited to celebrate our college and high school graduates on Sunday, 
May 3 and May 10 respectively, with a cake reception either in the Narthex, or under the large oak 
tree following worship - depending on the weather. We will take photos, offer well wishes, and give each 
graduate a joyous send off. Please email Pastor Marcus back if your graduate will be in attendance. 
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FAMILY BEACH TRIP to Port Aransas, June 4-7. Come for the entire time, for just the weekend, or 
even just a single evening. Individuals, groups, and families who wish to stay in a room are all invited to 
call The Courtyard Condominiums, (361) 416-1089, or visit their website, https://courtyardcondos.com/, 
to reserve one of their condos. For those needing an RV slot, you are invited to book at On the Beach RV 
Park, which is just across the street from The Courtyard, by calling (361) 749-4909 or visiting their 
website, https://onthebeachrvpark.com/. Once you have made your reservation, email or call Pastor 
Marcus so you can stay updated. 

 
 

FRIENDS OF EMANUEL’S LUTHERAN DAY SCHOOL 
(Church School Support Ministry) 

 Official Launch 
o Date: 1st Meeting May 27th, 2026 (Partnership with Church All-Teams Meeting Night) 

 Meetings will be held Quarterly with the All-Teams Meeting Night 
o Time: 5:30 p.m. 
o Location: Church - Women’s Ministry Room 
o Dinner Provided 
o If you need childcare during the meeting – Contact Natalia Almquist (830) 730-8182 

 Eligible Members 
o Emanuel’s Day School Student’s parents and guardians 
o Emanuel’s Lutheran Church Congregation Members 

 The Ministry’s mission is to support Emanuel’s Lutheran Day School through prayer, service, 
encouragement, and practical help. 

o Mission Statement: This ministry group exists to support our church school, Emanuel’s 
Lutheran Day School, through prayer, service, encouragement, and practical help. We seek to 
strengthen teachers, bless students, assist with events, support fundraising and grant efforts, 
and care for the school’s property and programs in ways that reflect our shared mission. 

 

To Join or find out more please Contact Natalia Almquist (830) 730-8182 nataliaalmquist@outlook.com 
 
 

TASK FORCE SUBCOMMITTEES 
 

Our task forces subcommittees are seeking your insights, ideas, wishes, and dreams about our sanctuary 
from five different project points. Please use these guiding questions to reflect on our sanctuary and if you 
have things to share, please email our teams at: renovations@elcseguin.org by June 1. 
 

Guiding Questions: How do you currently use this space? What works well? What frustrations or limitations 
exist? What would make this space more welcoming or useful? How could this space better support 
ministry, outreach, and community? 
 

SUBCOMMITTEES: 
 Narthex & Columbarium 

           Donna Simmons, Linda Salt, Steve Anderson 
 Seating, Flooring, & Adaptable Worship Space 

           Darlene Zies, Sheila English, Karen Weinstein 
 Elevator & Accessibility 

           Dave English, Evelyn Dittmar, Deb Haug 
 Paint & Acoustics 

           Debbie Schindehette, Marsha Schroeder, Bill Salt 
 Sound Projection & Lighting 

           Stephan Schindehette, Beverly Seidenschwarz, Jonathan Zitelman 
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EMANUEL’S CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
And Ministry Team Liaisons 

President, Bryce Kennedy, Outreach & Service Team 
Vice President, Sheila English, Fellowship & Feast Team 
Secretary, Paul Sims, Education Team 
Treasurer, Sharon Herbold 

Natalia Almquist. Day School Board Liaison 
Charles Jobe, Safety and Property Team 
Tim Kent, Fellowship & Feast Team 
Janelle Leon-Weinman, Gather & Grow Team 
Bill Salt, Education Team 
Rissa Springs, Worship Team 
Darlene Zies, Outreach & Service Team 
 

 

ALL TEAM MEETING NIGHT 
Wednesday, May 27 

5:30pm in the Women’s Ministry Room 
All of Emanuel’s Ministry Teams gather on a single evening to share a meal, collaborate, plan, and schedule 
upcoming events and ministry projects.  
 
 

EMANUEL’S STAFF 
 

Senior Pastor, The Rev. Marcus Bigott, 830-377-8643 cell, pastormarcus@elcseguin.org 
Associate Pastor, The Rev. Rudy Salazar, Jr. pastorrudy@elcseguin.org   
Visitation Pastor- San Antonio, The Rev. Darwin Huartson, dhuartson@icloud.com  
Day School Director, Tori Ferson, tferson@elcseguin.org  
Office and Campus Administrator, Sherry Hardwick, sherry@elcseguin.org  
Director of Finance, Jeni Payton, jeni@elcseguin.org 
Principal Organist, Edward Workmon, edward@elcseguin.org  
Director of Community Education and Senior Ministry, Donna Simmons, donna@elcseguin.org  
Compass Cooperative Program Director, Hannah Hansen, hannah@elcseguin.org  
 
 
 

 
EMANUEL’S MISSION STATEMENT: “To be the church God is calling us to be by 
declaring God’s love, serving others, and embracing all.” 
 
GIVING AT EMANUEL’S: Donations and tithes to the church may be given by 
envelopes in the pews, mailed to the church, online, or scanned with QR Code below.  
 
                    

 

Emanuel’s Lutheran Church 
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

206 North Travis Street | Seguin, Texas 78155 
(830) 379-5046 | info@elcseguin.org 

Church office is open Monday-Thursday from 8-5 
www.EmanuelsLutheranChurch.com 

 


