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Sunday, January 29, 2023 
4th Sunday after Epiphany 

WELCOME to Emanuel’s Lutheran Church!  
It is our joy to have you worship with us today  

 
 
PRELUDE                                       
 
GATHERING  The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                                                         p.95 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new, whose mercy 

endures forever. 
C: Amen. 
P: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. Holy One, source of our renewal, 
C: we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves. We 

have not practiced your righteousness. Our hearts have turned away from 
you. For the sake of the world you so love, forgive us, that we may be 
reconciled to one another for the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P: Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new things I now 
declare.” God’s mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our 
Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN              “Let Justice Flow like Streams”                      ELW 717 
 
GREETING                                                                                                
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  
C: And also with you.     
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                                                     
AM: Let us pray together. 
C: Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the 

lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and 
perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world 
may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 
 
WORD  God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING:  Micah 6:1-8 
L: A reading from Micah. 
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1Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills 
hear your voice. 2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, and you enduring 
foundations of the earth; for the LORD has a controversy with his people, and he will 
contend with Israel. 3“O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied 
you? Answer me! 4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from 
the house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 5O my people, 
remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of 
the LORD.” 6“With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7Will the LORD be 
pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my 
firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 8He has told 
you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and 
to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
The word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 15                                        The congregation is invited to sing the bold verses and the refrain. 
 

 
 

1LORD, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 
  Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 
 2Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 
  who speak the truth | from their heart; R 
 3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 
  they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 
 4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who | fear 
the LORD. 
  They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word. 
 5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes a- | gainst the 
innocent. 
  Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown. R 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
L: A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the 
wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20Where is the one who is wise? 
Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those 
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who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s 
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human 
strength. 26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by 
human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose 
what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to 
shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, 
to reduce to nothing things that are, 29so that no one might boast in the presence of 
God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, 
and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31in order that, as it is written, “Let 
the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
The word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12 
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
P: 1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
 11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
P: The gospel of the Lord.  
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                                                                                Pastor Marcus 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY            “Oh, Praise the Gracious Power”                      ELW 651 
 
 

 
APOSTLES CREED                                                                                    
AM: Let us confess the faith of the church, using the words of the Apostles Creed. 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe 
in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
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born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                                        
AM: Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
Cultivate humility in your church. In gatherings of every size, teach us to boast only in the 
cross. Shape your church to be people of kindness, generosity, and justice 

Response to each petition:  AM: Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. 
 

AM: We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power 
revealed in Christ crucified. C: Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you. C: And also with you. 
 
MEAL               God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
OFFERING HYMN                         “Now the Silence”                                 ELW 460 
 

OFFERING                                             Giving information is located on the back of the bulletin. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER                                                                                   
AM: Let us pray.  
Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. Receive 
these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and shape us as 
people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 
C: Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                              p. 107 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER          
 
LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                      
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION                                                                      
P: Come and taste the joy of God! 
 
AGNUS DEI                                     “Lamb of God”                                            p.112 

 

 
COMMUNION                                     
Communion will take place via continuous line (right side) and continuous kneeling (left side). We 
welcome all baptized persons to the Lord’s Table who believe Christ is truly present in the bread and 
wine. Children are also welcomed to be brought forward to receive a blessing. For those taking 
communion via continuous line, please make your way up the right-hand side of the main aisle. 
Participants will be offered a wafer and invited to eat with these words, “the body of Christ given for 
you.” If you would like a gluten free wafer, please ask the pastor or communion assistant for one and 
they will present you with a plate where you may retrieve the wafer. Each will then step, to the right, 
to the silver tray that contains glasses of white grape juice at the center and outer empty glasses for 
wine. Lastly, participants will step to the last assistant who will pour the wine and share these words, 
“the blood of Christ shed for you.” Place your glass in the small silver bowl at the end of the first pew 
as you return to your seat. If you wish to come forward and not receive either element, please cross 
your arms for a blessing. For those kneeling for communion, please make your way up the left-hand 
side of the main aisle. The bread and wine will be presented to you as you kneel, following the outline 
above. Please place your communion glass in the small tray on the back side of the kneeler after you 
have drunk the juice or wine before departing from the rail as you are ready and return to your seat.  
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COMMUNION HYMN                     “When the Poor Ones”                            ELW 725 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. C: Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                                        
AM: Let us pray. 
Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. 
Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you.  
C: Amen. 
 
SENDING             God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING                                                                                                        
P: The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod ☩ bless, 
strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. C: Amen 
 
SENDING HYMN                 “The Spirit Sends Us Fort to Serve”                  ELW 551   
 
DISMISSAL                                                                                                
P: Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. C: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                                   
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MUSICIANS TODAY: Thomas Engler, piano; Chris Teague, guitar 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS FOR TODAY, January 29, 2023: Preaching: Pastor Marcus; Presiding: Pastor 
Marcus; Assisting Minister: Jordana Gutierrez; Acolyte: Bella Jo; Communion Assistants: Melissa 
Barbre, Bill salt, Darlene Zies, Stephanie Robbins, John Van Deusen; Reader: Allison Eladhari; Ushers: 
Jacqueline Springs, Rissa Springs, Ilene Cherry, Darlene Zies; Altar Guild: Marsha Schroeder, Cindy Pique; 
A/V Tech: Jonathan Zitelman; Council Greeter: Melissa Barbre; Hospitality: Bev Seidenschwarz and 
Walt Seidenschwarz 
 
WORSHIP LEADERS FOR SUNDAY, February 5, 2023: Preaching: Pastor John; Presiding: Pastor 
John; Assisting Minister: Deb Haug; Acolyte: Leland May; Communion Assistants: Carrie Moseley, 
Jeannie Hall, Earlene Jarzombek, Jeanne Palmer, Barbara McCall; Reader: Keith Vinyard; Ushers: TAllan 
Bode, Bill Meier, Ron Schneider; Altar Guild: Elizabeth Jandt, Jeanne Palmer; AV/Tech: Matt Clardy; 
Council Greeter: Lindsay May; Hospitality: Nancy Meier, Bill Meier, Fran Vinyard, Keith Vinyard. 

 

LECTERN FLOWERS today are given “just because.” Every day is a gift from God. 
Placed by Anne Cruz.  
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EMANUEL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP is in-person, online, and aired on KWED AM 1580 radio at 10:30 a.m. 
 

COVID-19 SAFETY UPDATE: Masks are welcomed but no longer required on the church campus. Please 
refer to the entire updated 2022 Emanuel’s Covid-19 Policy on our website. 
 

EMANUEL’S MISSION STATEMENT: “To be the church God is calling us to be by declaring God’s love, 
serving others, and embracing all.” 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 
SUNDAY MORNINGS 

 

"Discerning an Exotic Species: A Lutheran Evangelist," will be a 5-week sermon series, beginning 
February 12th, featuring new and familiar voices and faces from our congregation, led by Paul Sims, Dennis 
Sagebiel, and Pastor Marcus.  Then March 19 & 26th, we will gather to unpack our topic further in the 
Family Life Center during the education hour.  Come join us! 
The Heritage Class (307): Augsburg Fortress Quarterly Adult Bible Study led by various class members at 
9:15am. Winter study is From Darkness to Light.  
 

Children's Sunday School (1st Floor Green Room near elevator): Preschool to 5th graders are invited to 
join the Education Team for a rotation style Sunday morning education program starting at 9:15am.   
Unit 4: Daniel and the Lions: 02/05 - Belief – Cooking               Unit 5: Jonah and the Big Fish: 
    02/12- God Calls Jonah and Hides – Creative Drama        02/19- A Big Storm and Really Big Fish- Science      
    02/26 – Straight to Nineveh- Cooking                    03/05- God Sends a Message – Bible Skills and Games 
 

Joy Class (Women’s Ministry Room):  Bible stories and songs for adults with intellectual disabilities. 
Gathering at 9:15 on the First Sundays of the month.  
 

WEEKDAY STUDIES 
Faith Circle (Women’s Ministry Rm): 3rd Tuesdays at 2:30; Joy Circle (Women’s Ministry Rm): 2nd 

Thursday at 9:30; Ladies Aid (Women’s Ministry Rm): 1st Wednesdays at 2:00 except in July 
 

CONFIRMATION CLASS gathers next Sunday, February 12 at 1pm at Spirit of Joy. Instruction for the 
year take place monthly at either Emanuel’s or Spirit of Joy.  
 

JOURNEYING THROUGH GRIEF session is today, Sunday, January 29 from 3-5pm in the Family Life 
Center. Anyone who is grieving the loss of a loved one is welcome to attend. 
 

RECIPES NEEDED by February 1st. The Emanuel's Ladies Aid is in the process of compiling a Cookbook 
to be published prior to this April. We are requesting recipes from Emanuel's members along with their 
families and friends. All recipes are welcome and should be submitted to the church office or to any Ladies 
Aid member by February 1. If there are questions, please contact Karen Weinstein by calling 832-654-7229 
or email:  srweinst@hotmail.com. 
 

FOOD, FUN & FELLOWSHIP monthly luncheon will be on Sunday, February 5 at noon in the Women's 
Ministry Room. This ministry is for widowed, divorced, and separated people. Everyone is to bring a side or 
dessert to share. Contact is Donna Simmons.  
 

PARK & PLAY, Saturday, February 11 from 10:30am-12:30pm: Children, Youth and Families are invited 
to join the Education Team at Starcke Park for a morning of play and fellowship on the large play structure 
directly across from the golf course. Bring your favorite chairs and drinks and we will provide the  
hamburgers and hotdogs, along with all the fixings. This will be a great time to get to know each other in 
this mew year! Please reach out to our Vicars or Pastor Marcus for more information. 
 

BEACH TRIP! Interested in worship on the beach and camping as a church? Pastor Marcus is planning an 
“Emanuel’s at the Beach” weekend in early June. Camping spaces will soon need to be reserved at Pioneer 
RV Park at Port A, along with additional housing, so interest from our church is needed ASAP. Our dates are 
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June 2-4th, with those wishing to come early arriving on Thursday the 1st. If you’d be interested in 
participating, please reach out to Pastor Marcus. 
 

2023 SUMMER CAMP at Chrysalis, Ebert Ranch, and Port Aransas: If you have a youth who has 
completed 1st grade through 11th grade, and they are interested in attending one of our Synod’s camping 
programs, please reach out to Pastor Marcus ASAP. An email was sent this past week to all families who 
have participated before or who have youth who are now able to on participate, but if you didn’t get the 
information, please email or call. This ministry is a wonderful chance to experience God in incredible ways. 
We want everyone to go who wishes too! 
 
 

EMANUEL’S CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
President, Rissa Springs, Worship Ministry 
Vice President, Emily Prochnow, Outreach & Service Ministry 
Secretary, Lindsay May, Outreach & Service Ministry 
Treasurer, Susan Yeatts, Congregational Care Ministry 
Melissa Barbre, Worship Ministry 
Bryce Kennedy, Outreach & Service Ministry 
Sarah Kennedy, Outreach & Service Ministry 
Aaron Jenke 
Garry Miller, Stewardship Ministry 
Debby Richardson, Stewardship Ministry 
Gwyneth Tallier, Education Ministry 
 
 

EMANUEL’S STAFF 
Senior Pastor, The Rev. Marcus Bigott, 830-377-8643 cell, pastormarcus@elcseguin.org  
Visitation Pastor, The Rev. John Van Deusen, pastorjohn@elcseguin.org  
Director of Music, Thomas Engler, thomas@elcseguin.org  
Day School Director, Katie Brawner, dayschool@elcseguin.org  
Visitation Pastor- San Antonio, The Rev. Darwin Huartson, dhuartson@porterloring.com  
Bereavement and Senior Care Coordinator, Donna Simmons, donna@elcseguin.org  
Office and Campus Administrator, Sherry Hardwick, sherry@elcseguin.org  
Accountant and Bookkeeper, Jeni Payton, jeni@elcseguin.org 
Vicar, Jordana Gutierrez, vicarjordana@elcseguin.org  
Church Custodian, Pauline Zunker 
 
GIVING AT EMANUEL’S: Donations and tithes to the church may be given by: envelopes in the pews; mailed to 
Emanuel’s Lutheran Church, 206 N. Travis Street Seguin, TX 78155, online through 
https://tinyurl.com/emanuelsgiving, or scanned with QR Code below.  

 
 

Emanuel’s Lutheran Church 
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

206 North Travis Street | Seguin, Texas 78155 
(830) 379-5046 | FAX (830) 379-7518    

 Church office is open Monday-Thursday from 8-5 
www.EmanuelsLutheranChurch.com | info@elcseguin.org 
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