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Sunday, March 26, 2023 
5th Sunday in Lent 

WELCOME to Emanuel’s Lutheran Church! 
It is our joy to have you worship with us today. 

 
 
PRELUDE                                           
 

GATHERING  The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                                                          
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and 

sustains us with the gift of grace. 
C: Amen. 
P: Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s 

mercy. Holy God, 
C: we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not 

trust your holy word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we 
spoil rather than steward your creation; we cause hurt though you call us to 
heal; we choose fear over compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as 
we seek to follow in your way of life. Amen. 

P: Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all 
may receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, 
☩ forgives you in Christ’s name, and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 

C: Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN        “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”                 ELW 886 
 
GREETING                                                                                                
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  
C: And also with you.     
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                                                     
AM: Let us pray together. 
C: Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. 

Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in 
Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
WORD  God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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NEW TESTAMENT READING: JOHN 11: 21-27 
L: A reading from John. 
 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died. 22But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23Jesus said 
to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again 
in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe 
that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 
The word of the lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 130                                                   The congregation is invited to chant the bold verse. 

 

 

1Out | of the depths 
  I cry to | you, O LORD; 
 2O LORD, | hear my voice! 
  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication. 
 3If you were to keep watch | over sins, 
  O LORD, | who could stand? 
 4Yet with you | is forgiveness, 
  in order that you | may be feared. R 
 5I wait for you, O LORD; | my soul waits; 
  in your word | is my hope. 
 6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch | for the 
morning, 
  more than those who keep watch | for the morning. 
 7O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is | steadfast love; 
  with the LORD there is plen- | teous redemption. 
 8For the LORD shall | redeem Israel 
  from | all their sins. R 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14 
P: A reading from Eziekiel. 
1The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of 
the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all 
around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said 
to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then he said 
to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of 
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the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and 
you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover 
you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am 
the LORD.” 
 7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a 
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were 
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there 
was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, 
and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 
breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and 
the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
 11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our 
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, 
and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you 
up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And 
you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place 
you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says 
the LORD.”  
The word of the lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON                                                                                     Pastor John 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                         “Dem Bones”                           James Weldon Johnson  

Sing as instructed.                         and J. Rosamond Johnson  
 

Dem bones, dem bones, them -a- dry bones 
Dem bones, dem bones, them -a- dry bones 
Dem bones, dem bones, them -a- dry bones 

O hear the word of the Lord! 
 

APOSTLES CREED                                                                                    
AM: Let us confess the faith of the church, using the words of the Apostles Creed. 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe 
in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                                        
AM: Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 
creation. You have breathed into us the breath of life. Enliven your church. Deepen our 
partnerships with our companion churches around the globe (specific synods, dioceses, or 
congregations may be named), and bless the work of missionaries who accompany them.  

Response to each petition:  AM: Merciful God,  
                                                     C: receive our prayer. 

 

AM: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to 
renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
C: Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
 
MEAL               God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
OFFERING ANTHEM             “We Place Upon Your Table, Lord”                         ELW 467 

You may follow along with the soloist. 
 

OFFERING                                             Giving information is located on the back of the bulletin. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER                                                                                   
AM: Let us pray.  
God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service 
for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out 
your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life.  
C: Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                                p. 144 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER          
 
LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                      
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION                                                                      
P: Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 
 
AGNUS DEI                                     “Lamb of God”                                            p.146 
 
 

 

 
COMMUNION                                     
Communion will take place via continuous line (right side) and continuous kneeling (left side). We 
welcome all baptized persons to the Lord’s Table who believe Christ is truly present in the bread and 
wine. Children are also welcomed to be brought forward to receive a blessing. For those taking 
communion via continuous line, please make your way up the right-hand side of the main aisle. 
Participants will be offered a wafer and invited to eat with these words, “the body of Christ given for 
you.” If you would like a gluten free wafer, please ask the pastor or communion assistant for one and 
they will present you with a plate where you may retrieve the wafer. Each will then step, to the right, 
to the silver tray that contains glasses of white grape juice at the center and outer empty glasses for 
wine. Lastly, participants will step to the last assistant who will pour the wine and share these words, 
“the blood of Christ shed for you.” Place your glass in the small silver bowl at the end of the first pew 
as you return to your seat. If you wish to come forward and not receive either element, please cross 
your arms for a blessing. For those kneeling for communion, please make your way up the left-hand 
side of the main aisle. The bread and wine will be presented to you as you kneel, following the outline 



6 
 

above. Please place your communion glass in the small tray on the back side of the kneeler after you 
have drunk the juice or wine before departing from the rail as you are ready and return to your seat.  
 
COMMUNION HYMN                   “I Am the Bread of Life”                           ELW 485 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  
C: Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                                        
AM: Let us pray. 
Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of our 
hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch 
the world with your love.  
C: Amen. 
 
SENDING             God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING                                                                                                        
P: God, the giver of love, ☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit of 
rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey.  
C: Amen 
 
SENDING HYMN                            “You Are the Way”                                  ELW 758 
 
DISMISSAL                                                                                                
P: Go in peace. Serve in love.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                                        “ 
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MUSICIANS TODAY: Elizabeth Jandt, cantor and soloist; Chris Teague, guitar 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS FOR TODAY, March 26, 2023: Preaching: Pastor John; Presiding: Pastor 
John; Assisting Minister: Bill Salt; Acolyte: TBD; Communion Assistants: Elizabeth Jandt, Steve 
Anderson, Darlene Zies, Keith Vinyard, Fran Vinyard; Reader: Hayden Kennedy; Ushers: Tim Troell, 
Joe Kane, Deborah Almquist, Bev Seidenschwarz, Steve Tschope; Altar Guild: Cathy Anderson, 
Elizabeth Jandt; A/V Tech: Allan Bode; Council Greeter: Melissa Barbre; Hospitality: Deborah 
Almquist, Gerry Harrison, Carolyn Blumberg 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS FOR PALM SUNDAY, April 2, 2023: Preaching: Pastor Marcus; Presiding: 
Pastor Marcus; Assisting Minister: Jordana Gutierrez; Acolyte: Cason Ulrich; Communion 
Assistants: Carrie Moseley, Jeannie Hall, Earlene Jarzombek, Jeanne Palmer, Barbara McCall; 
Reader: Emily Prochnow; Ushers: Allan Bode, Bill Meier, Ron Schneider; Altar Guild: Elizabeth 
Jandt, Jeanne Palmer; A/V Tech: TBD; Council Greeter: Aaron Jenke; Hospitality: Nancy Meier, 
Bill Meier, Fran Vinyard, Keith Vinyard 

 
EMANUEL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP is in-person, online, and aired on KWED AM 1580 radio at 10:30 a.m. 
 

EMANUEL’S MISSION STATEMENT: “To be the church God is calling us to be by declaring God’s 
love, serving others, and embracing all.” 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 
SUNDAY MORNINGS 

 
"Discerning an Exotic Species: A Lutheran Evangelist," sermon series has concluded. On March 
19 & 26 we will gather to unpack our topic further in the Family Life Center during the education 
hour. Led by Paul Sims and Dennis Sagebiel. Come join us! 
 

The Heritage Class (307): Augsburg Fortress Quarterly Adult Bible Study led by various class 
members at 9:15am. Spring study is Jesus Calls Us: Mathew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts.  NOT MEETING 
March 19 and 26 as we will attend the Lutheran Evangelist class above. 
 

Joy Class (Women’s Ministry Room):  Bible stories and songs for adults with intellectual disabilities. 
Gathering at 9:15 on the First Sundays of the month.  
Children's Sunday School (1st Floor Green Room): Preschool to 5th graders are invited to join the 
Education Team for a rotation style Sunday morning education program starting at 9:15am.   

Unit 6 Holy Week and Easter: 
Week 1 03/12 - A Donkey Ride – Science                 Week 2 03/19 - Sharing Meal - Cooking 
Week 3 03/26 - A Sad, Sad Day - Bible Skills and Games Week 4 04/02 - Risen Again - Drama 
 

 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS and RADIO BROADCASTS are sponsored by Emanuel’s 
members. If you would like to remember or honor a loved one in this way, please call the 
church office, or sign up on the calendar in the office. Thanks to all who participate in this 
memorable ministry. 
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CONFIRMATION CLASS gathers next on April 16 at 1pm at Spirit of Joy Lutheran Church. 
Instruction for the year take place monthly at either Emanuel’s or Spirit of Joy.  
 

WEEKDAY STUDIES: Faith Circle (Women’s Ministry Rm): 3rd Tuesdays at 2:30; Joy Circle 
(Women’s Ministry Rm): 2nd Thursday at 9:30; Ladies Aid (Women’s Ministry Rm): 1st Wednesdays at 
2:00 except in July 
 

1st COMMUNION CLASSES are Sundays March 19, 26 and April 2 from 9:15-10:15am in the 
Women’s Ministry Room. All 5th grader and older youth who have not participated in the class and are 
wishing to do so are invited. We will gather for study, fellowship, and during our last gathering, will 
bake the bread used for Holy Communion at the Maundy Thursday service. It will be at this service, 
Thursday, April 6th at 7pm, that 1st Communion students and their families will celebrate the Meal 
together.  
 

EGGAPALOOZA! 
Community-Wide Egg Hunt 

Saturday, April 1 at TLU Bulldog Stadium 
Gates open at 8:30am 

Join the Believe It Foundation, Texas Lutheran University's Campus Ministry, and Emanuel's Lutheran 
Church for an epic, community-wide Eggapalooza! The egg hunt is free and open to everyone, of all 
abilities, from ages 2 to 12 years old. Invite your friends, your neighbors, your family, or someone who 
just looks like they would have fun at an egg hunt and help us have the biggest and best egg hunt in 
Seguin to date!  

 

      VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
 
We are working with folk from several organizations. Check out the SignUp 
Genius link if you want to help!  
              Setup: Friday, March 31 at 3pm 
              Event: Saturday, April 1 at 7am at the TLU Football Stadium. 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b054aaeab28a7f49-20231#/ 
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2023 SUMMER CAMP at Chrysalis, Ebert Ranch, and Port Aransas: If you have a youth who has 
completed 1st grade through 11th grade, and they are interested in attending one of our Synod’s 
camping programs, please reach out to Pastor Marcus ASAP. This ministry is a wonderful chance to 
experience God in incredible ways. We want everyone to go who wishes too! 
 

LARGE PALMS NEEDED. Palm Sunday will feature a beautiful procession of palms and singing, as it 
always does!  This year, Pastor Marcus would like to add large branches to the procession, in addition 
to the small ones we traditionally carry.  If you have access to or own trees that could be pruned close 
to April 2, please reach out to Pastor Marcus to coordinate getting the palm branches to the church. 
 

LAST CALL FOR EASTER LILIES! Emanuel's will welcome Easter with beautiful lilies at our 10:30 
worship service. You may donate Easter lilies as you rejoice the season, or in memory or honor of 
loved ones. Plants may be taken home following the service on Sunday, April 9. Return forms (available 
in the narthex, church office, and online) with payment by March 28. Each plant is $15.  
 

2023 LENT & EASTER OFFERING supports the Christian Cupboard and their work providing food 
and other basic need items to those living in Guadalupe County. Donations may be made in any 
amount, payable to Emanuel’s Lutheran Church with Christian Cupboard in memo line. Forms available 
online and in the narthex and are due by March 28 for acknowledgment in the Easter bulletin. Shelf 
stable food and toiletry items may also be dropped off in the bin at the pulpit. 
 

FOOD, FUN & FELLOWSHIP gathers next on Sunday, April 2 at Noon for lunch and conversation in 
the Women’s Ministry Room. The main dish is pizza, and everyone is to bring a side dish or dessert to 
share. This ministry is for widowed, divorced, and separated people. Contact is Donna Simmons.  
 

HEALING THROUGH CONVERSATION is a support group for those who have lost a loved one to 
death. The group meets on Thursday, April 6 at 11 a.m. in the Family Life Center. This month’s topic 
is “How do you live when someone you love has died?” Contact is Donna Simmons.  
 

EASTER BREAKFAST: The Congregational Care Team is coordinating a Continental Breakfast for 
Easter morning. Everyone is invited to stop by and enjoy the savory servings and take a little break 
from all the festive activities. Sign-up sheets to bring food and volunteer to serve and to clean-up are 
in the Narthex. 
 

WEDNESDAYS DURING LENT: March 1 – 29. Please join us for a light supper at 6pm before 
Holden Evening Prayer at 7pm in the Women’s Ministry Room. 
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EMANUEL’S CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
President, Rissa Springs, Worship Ministry 
Vice President, Emily Prochnow, Outreach/Service Ministry 
Secretary, Lindsay May, Outreach & Service Ministry 
Treasurer, Susan Yeatts, Congregational Care Ministry 
Melissa Barbre, Worship Ministry 
Bryce Kennedy, Outreach & Service Ministry 
Sarah Kennedy, Outreach & Service Ministry 
Aaron Jenke 
Garry Miller, Stewardship Ministry 
Debby Richardson, Stewardship Ministry 
Gwyneth Tallier, Education Ministry 
 

ALL MINISTRY TEAM NIGHT 
Monday, April 17, 2023 

6:30 p.m. 
Women’s Ministry Room 

All of Emanuel’s Ministry Teams now gather on a single evening each month to collaborate, plan, and 
schedule upcoming events and ministry projects. Council Members act as team leaders/coordinators, 
but Ministry Teams are open to, and run by, everyone in the congregation. Please join us! 

 

EMANUEL’S STAFF 
Senior Pastor, The Rev. Marcus Bigott, 830-377-8643 cell, pastormarcus@elcseguin.org  
Visitation Pastor, The Rev. John Van Deusen, pastorjohn@elcseguin.org  
Director of Music, Thomas Engler, thomas@elcseguin.org  
Day School Director, Katie Brawner, dayschool@elcseguin.org  
Visitation Pastor- San Antonio, The Rev. Darwin Huartson, dhuartson@porterloring.com  
Bereavement and Senior Care Coordinator, Donna Simmons, donna@elcseguin.org  
Office and Campus Administrator, Sherry Hardwick, sherry@elcseguin.org  
Accountant and Bookkeeper, Jeni Payton, jeni@elcseguin.org 
Vicar, Jordana Gutierrez, vicarjordana@elcseguin.org  
Vicar, Paul Burow, vicarpaul@elcseguin.org  
Church Custodian, Pauline Zunker 
 
 

GIVING AT EMANUEL’S: Donations and tithes to the church may be given by envelopes in the pews, mailed to 
the church, online, or scanned with QR Code below.  
 

 

Emanuel’s Lutheran Church 
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

206 North Travis Street | Seguin, Texas 78155 
(830) 379-5046 | info@elcseguin.org 

 Church office is open Monday-Thursday from 8-5 
www.EmanuelsLutheranChurch.com 
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