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Sunday, November 8, 2026 

24th Sunday after Pentecost 

WELCOME to Emanuel’s Lutheran Church!  
It is our joy to have you worship with us today. 

 
 
PRELUDE                           
 
GATHERING                The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our dwelling place for all generations, whose 

compassion never slumbers. 
C: Amen. 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Holy God, 
C: we confess that we have trusted in our preparation instead of your 

invitation. We prioritize our piety over care for your beloved. We trust the 
voice of our shame and fear, which keeps us from entering fully into 
relationship with you and others. We are not awake to the coming of your 
reign. Rouse us and rescue us, that we may enter into your joy. 

C: Amen. 
P: Inherit the riches of God’s grace. ☩ Jesus, the good shepherd, feeds you with his 

mercy. You are forgiven. Blessed are you. 
C: Amen. 

Children’s Church: Kindergarten to 5th Grade gathers in the Chapel. 
 
 

GATHERING HYMN        “Oh, Happy Day When We Shall Stand”              ELW 441 
 
PRESENTATION OF NEW MEMBERS   
P: Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these people, one with us in 
the body of Christ, whom we welcome as new members into the life and ministry of this 
congregation.  Mary Styblo, Daryl Styblo, Dwain Styblo, and Melissa Lubecke have come to 
our congregation from wherever God has called them and we celebrate their joining 
together with us, this day, as we seek to further the Kingdom of God in this place.   
AM: Let us pray…We ask this in the name of Christ.   
C: Amen.   
  
APOSTLES CREED                                                                                     
AM: Let us confess the faith of the church, using the words of the Apostles Creed.  
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
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Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   
Amen.  
  
ADDRESS AND QUESTIONS   
P: In baptism…following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the 
earth. Siblings in Christ, do you intend…among God’s people in this place?   
New Members: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.   
P: Do you renounce…and the ways of sin that draw you from God?   
New Members: I renounce them.   
P: People of God, do you promise to nurture these individuals and families in the Christian 
faith as you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help them live in the covenant of 
baptism and in communion with the church?   
C: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.   
  
WELCOME   
AM: Let us welcome these siblings in Christ to this community of faith.   
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                                                     
AM: Let us pray together. 
C: O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of 

your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

    Amen. 
 
WORD  God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Amos 5:18-24 
L: A reading from Amos.                                              
18 Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD! Why do you want the day of the LORD? It is 
darkness, not light, 19 as if someone fled from a lion and was met by a bear or went into 
the house and rested a hand against the wall and was bitten by a snake. 20 Is not the day 
of the LORD darkness, not light, and gloom with no brightness in it? 21 I hate, I despise 
your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 22 Even though you offer 
me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them, and the offerings of 
well-being of your fatted animals I will not look upon. 23 Take away from me the noise of 
your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 24 But let justice roll down like 
water and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 
The word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God 
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PSALM: Psalm 70                                                                    Congregation reads bold text. 
 

1 Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; 
  O LORD, make haste to help me. 
 2 Let those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded; 
  let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced.  
 3 Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me 
  turn back because of their shame. 
 4 Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; 
  let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great is the LORD!” 
 5 But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God. 
  You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, do not tarry.  
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
L: A reading from 1 Thessalonians. 
13 We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, 
so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have 
died. 15 For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are 
left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. 16 For the 
Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s 
trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who 
are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord 
in the air, and so we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one another 
with these words. 
The word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
GOSPEL READING: Matthew 25:1-13 
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten young 
women took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, 
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and five were wise. 3 When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 4 but 
the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5 As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them 
became drowsy and slept. 6 But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the 
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7 Then all those young women got up and trimmed 
their lamps. 8 The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are 
going out.’ 9 But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had 
better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 10 And while they went to buy it, the 
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet, 
and the door was shut. 11 Later the other young women came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, 
open to us.’ 12 But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13 Keep awake, 
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 
The gospel of the Lord.  
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                                                                                                 Pastor Rudy 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY               “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”                          ELW 244 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                                        
AM: United with the great cloud of witnesses, we offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all of creation. You illumine the church with the hope of your new day. Prepare 
our hearts and minds for the inbreaking of your kingdom, that we might awaken to your 
transforming love at work all around us. 

                   Response to each petition: AM: God, in your mercy,  
                                                            C: hear our prayer. 

 

AM: Into your steadfast love, faithful God, we entrust all for whom we pray, in the name 
of Jesus, your beloved. 
C: Amen. 
 
PEACE                                                                                                        
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C: And also with you. 
 
MEAL               God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
 
OFFERING HYMN                          “As Saints of Old”                                 ELW 695 

Giving information is located on the back of the bulletin. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
AM: Let us pray.  
Eternal God, our time, talents, and treasures are gifts from you. Receive what we offer, 
and all that you entrust to us, until hungry no more, all the world is fed, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
C: Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING   

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER    
                                                                                                 
LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                      
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION                                                                      
P: In bread and cup the reign of Christ is breaking in. Come, receive what Christ has 
prepared. 
 
COMMUNION                                     

Communion will take place via continuous line (right side) and continuous kneeling (left side). We 
welcome all baptized persons to the Lord’s Table who believe Christ is truly present in the bread and 
wine. Children are welcome to be brought forward to receive a blessing. Participants to the right will be 
offered a wafer and invited to eat with these words, “the body of Christ given for you.” Gluten free 
wafers are available. Next, step to the right, to the silver tray that contains glasses of white grape juice 
at the center and outer empty glasses for wine. Lastly, participants will step to the last assistant who 
will pour the wine and share these words, “the blood of Christ shed for you.” Place your glass in the 
small silver bowl at the end of the first pew as you return to your seat. If you wish to come forward 
and not receive either element, simply cross your arms for a blessing. 
 

AGNUS DEI 
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COMMUNION HYMNS              “What Feast of Love”                                 ELW 487  
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                                                        “Glorious Day”              by Chapman, Hall, and Bleeker 
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TABLE BLESSING 
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his  
    grace.  
C: Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                                        
AM: Let us pray. 
Holy God, we have received your never-ending mercy in this meal. You continuously seek 
the lost, bind the injured, and feed your people abundantly. Now send us out, awake to 
your presence, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
SENDING        God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
BLESSING 
P: The holy Trinity, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you with wisdom to welcome the 
reign of God, today and always. 
C: Amen 
 
SENDING HYMN                        “Soon and Very Soon”                                 ELW 439        
 
DISMISSAL                                                                                                
P:  Go in peace. Encourage one another. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE    
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MUSICIANS: Ed Workmon, organ; Scott Sims, piano 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS for Sunday, November 8, 2026: Preaching: Pastor Rudy; Presiding: 
Pastor Marcus; Assisting Minister: Wayne Stalsworth; Communion Assistants: Bill Salt, Linda Salt, 
Elizabeth Jandt, Rissa Springs, Deb Haug; Reader: Allison Eladhari; Ushers: Dave English, Marsha 
Schroeder, Hughlene Micheli, Karen Weinstein; Altar Guild: Sandra Schneider, Nancy Meier, Natalia 
Almquist; A/V Tech: Kristen Bigott; Council Greeter: Sharon Herbold; Safety Attendants: Joe 
Kane, Andrew Almquist; Hospitality: Cathy Anderson, Carol Hamilton, Rachel Abrameit 
 
WORSHIP LEADERS for Sunday, November 15, 2026: Preaching and Presiding: Pastor 
Marcus; Assisting Minister: Bill Salt; Communion Assistants: Dave English, Fran Vinyard, Marsha 
Schroeder, Liz Witten, Janelle Leon-Weinman; Reader: Carol Hamilton; Ushers: Sheila English, Rissa 
Springs, Ilene Cherry, Darlene Zies; Altar Guild: Marsha Schroeder, Dave English, Sheila English; A/V 
Tech: NEEDED; Council Greeter: Rissa Springs; Safety Attendants: Joe Kane, Allan Bode; 
Hospitality: Gloria Hanna, Barbara Haas, Doris Jefferies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EMANUEL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP is in the sanctuary, online, and aired on KWED AM 1580 radio at 10:30 a.m. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT TO SHARE? Submit a brief, yet detailed description of your event to 
info@elcseguin.org on Mondays for consideration in the Weekly News and bulletin. 
 

SUNDAY STUDIES: 
 THE HERITAGE CLASS. Room 307 at 9:15am. Seeking to unlock the wisdom of the Bible 

through fellowship and robust group discussion. Fall Study: “Faith and Faithfulness” 
 DISCIPLES CLASS Nov 1-22: Creation, Power, and Truth. Family Life Center at 9:00am. 

N. T. Wright’s Creation, Power, and Truth explores how the Christian understanding of God as 
Creator, Jesus as Lord, and the Holy Spirit as the Spirit of truth challenges our culture’s 
assumptions. Together, we’ll consider what this means for living faithfully and sharing the hope 
of the gospel in everyday life. Books are available in the Church office. 

 5th SUNDAY STUDY: How Shall I Receive You, Lyrics and Tunes of Advent. Family Life 
Center at 9:00am with presenter Tom Engler. 

 JOY CLASS: Bible stories and songs for adults with intellectual disabilities. Class meets one 
Sunday a month in the WMR at 9:00am.   

 CHILDREN'S CHURCH: During worship Children’s Ministry volunteers lead our PK to 
5th graders to the Children’s Church room, down the hall from the sanctuary, returning as we 
share the peace.    

 THE COMPASS COOPERATIVE resumed Sunday gatherings August 30 with our church 
partners- Emanuel’s, St. Andrew’s, and Spirit of Joy - at Spirit of Joy campus. Middle School (6-
8 grades) from 4-5:30pm, dinner for everyone at 5:30pm, and High School (9-12 grades) from 
6-7:30pm. Contact Hannah@elcseguin.org to get on the email list for Middle School and High 
School updates. 
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WEEKLY AND MONTHLY STUDIES AND PROGRAMS:  
Chair Yoga with Gina (Family Life Center): Wednesdays at 9:00am  
3C: Community-Connection-Conversation (Church Lawn): Tuesdays at 7:30am   
The Wired Word (Family Life Center): on hiatus 
Sweet Hour of Prayer (Family Life Center): Thursdays at 10am  
Praying in Color (Women’s Ministry Room): Sunday November 15  
Pathways to Healing Grief Support (Family Life Center): 2nd Sunday at 2:00pm 
Caregiver Café (Family Life Center): 3rd Sunday at 2:00pm 
Katie’s Kitchen (Fellowship Hall): 2nd Wednesdays at 5:00pm  
Pub Theology (1916 Bar & Bistro): 3rd Thursday at 5:30pm 
Iron & Ember Men’s Group (Various places): 2nd Thursdays at 6:30pm 
Unwind Women’s Group (Windmill Farms): resumes in January 
Faith Circle (Women’s Ministry Rm):3rd Tuesdays at 2:00pm  
Joy Circle (Women’s Ministry Rm): 2nd Thursday at 9:30am  
Ladies Aid (Women’s Ministry Rm): 1st Wednesdays at 2:00pm 

 

RENOVATION CONVERSATIONS: Proposed improvements include expanded accessibility, updated 
restrooms, new flooring, enhanced worship seating, new audio/video and lighting systems, and refreshed 
painting. We are in the review stage, with final designs, costs, and construction plans to be determined. 
Your participation is important as we plan for our future! Members of the Renovation Task Force will be 
available for conversation on Sundays, November 1, 8, 15, 22: 9am, Women's Ministry Room. 

 

WELCOMING SUNDAY, continues, November 15. If you are interested in joining the mission and 
ministry of Emanuel’s, then this Sunday is for you. This service of welcome features a liturgy of 
affirmation as we formally receive people into the mission and ministry of our church. Please email Pastor 
Marcus, Pastor Rudy, or fill out a blue card, if you would like to be a part of this “Welcoming Sunday!” 

 

TACO BAR FUNDRAISER for Scouts BSA Troop 107 is Sunday, November 8 from 11:30am-1:30pm in 
the Fellowship Hall. $10 for Dine-In or To-Go Taco Bar. Please support our campouts and activities! 

 

KATIE'S KITCHEN will prepare and serve a hot meal to our community every 2nd Wednesday of the 
month from 5-7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. The meal is free and we invite everyone to come and eat 
with us. If you would like to serve on one of the preparation teams (setup, food preparation, food 
service, and clean-up) then please reach out to coordinators Sarah Kent or Debbie Schindehette for more 
information. You can email them at lutherhouse@elcseguin.org. 

 

COUPLES & FRIENDS (& FAMILIES!) NIGHT OUT at WURSTFEST is on Thursday, November 12. 
Join your Emanuel’s family at 6:30pm for a fun-filled evening at Wurstfest in New Braunfels! It’s one of 
the FREE admission nights, and everyone is invited—couples, singles, families, friends, neighbors, Men’s 
Group, Women’s Group, and YOU! We’ll do our best to find places to sit and stand together as we enjoy 
great food, music, and fellowship. Please sign-up in the Narthex or email pastormarcus@elcseguin.org if 
you plan to attend so we can coordinate carpooling, as parking can be challenging and expensive.  

 

THE HEALING HOLIDAYS SYMPOSIUM is Thursday, November 12, at Emanuel’s Lutheran Church 
in the Women’s Ministry Room from 9am to 12pm, in partnership with the Resilient Foundation. Led by 
The Rev. Darwin Huartson, B.C.C., the conversation will help participants identify internal and external 
resources that foster self-compassion, strengthen resilience, and support healthy 
grieving during the holiday season. Whether your loss is recent or many years past, this 
gathering offers a supportive space to acknowledge the realities of grief, discover 
resources for the holiday season, and find meaningful ways to carry love, memory, and 
hope forward. RSVP with the QR code or by calling 830-379-5046. 

 

SENIOR SOCIAL CLUB THANKSGIVING LUNCHEON is Thursday, November 19 from 11:30 – 1:30. 
Catered turkey, dressing and gravy from Davila’s BBQ! Bring a favorite Thanksgiving side or dessert to 
share. Family and friends are welcome! Let Donna know if you can come, donna@elcseguin.org. 
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CHRISTMAS IS ON THE WAY! 
 
DECK THE HALLS!  Come to the sanctuary on Saturday, November 21 between 9am-Noon to assist the 

Worship Ministry Team prepare the campus inside and out for the season. We will be blessed to have 
your help making Emanuel’s merry and bright!  

 

ADVENT WREATH MAKING AND COOKIE DECORATING is Sunday, November 22 at 9am in the 
Women's Ministry Room. We’ve got all the supplies for families to make a wreath to take home for the 
Advent season. Come be crafty with us! Wreaths will be blessed during worship.   

 

BOTANICAL GARDENS CHRISTMAS LIGHTS! Join your Emanuel’s family on Saturday, December 5, 
for a festive evening in San Antonio! We’ll gather for dinner at 6:30 p.m. at The Ridge at the Hill (2119 
N. IH-35, San Antonio) before heading to the San Antonio Botanical Garden for the Illuminate Light Tour 
at 8:00 p.m. Tickets are just $15 per person! Sign up in the Church Office, Narthex, or by emailing 
Pastor Marcus. All are welcome to join us for this wonderful evening of fellowship and holiday lights! 

 

SENIOR SOCIAL BUS TRIP TO THE SAN ANTONIO RIVER WALK is Thursday, December 10. Our 
fabulous seniors will enjoy a meal at Casa Rio on the River Walk then continue the festivities on a barge 
ride to see the beautiful Christmas lights. Bus departs from Emanuel’s at 4pm and returns by 9pm. 
Please contact Donna Simmons at donna@elcseguin.org for sign-up information and details. 

 

BELL RINGERS NEEDED FOR KETTLE CAMPAIGN. Emanuel’s will participate in this year’s Salvation 
Army Kettle Campaign on Monday, December 7, from 9am-5pm at the Walmart Home and Pharmacy 
entrance. Sign up sheets are in the narthex. Lawn chairs available for those who wisht sit. If you have 
any questions, please call Frances Vinyard at 830-481-7726. Thank you for volunteering! 

 

BLUE SANTA AT EMANUEL’S! We are excited to once again host The Seguin Police Department Blue 
Santa giftwrapping in our Fellowship Hall Tuesday and Thursday evenings in December. Toys and 
gifts are collected throughout the city in November/December and will be wrapped by volunteers before 
being distributed to children in need by Christmas morning. Stay tuned for updates from Emanuel’s 
Outreach and Service Team! There will be numerous opportunities to serve.   

 
MORE TO COME! 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God by Jeanne Palmer for the 
Circle of Life, remembering past and present family.  
 
RADIO BROADCAST is given to the glory of God by Thomas Engler in honor 
of Roland and Gaynelle Engler’s wedding anniversary. 
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EMANUEL’S CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
And Ministry Team Liaisons 

President, Bryce Kennedy, Outreach & Service Team 
Vice President, Sheila English, Fellowship & Feast Team 
Secretary, Paul Sims, Education Team 
Treasurer, Sharon Herbold 

Natalia Almquist. Day School Board Liaison 
Charles Jobe, Safety and Property Team 
Tim Kent, Fellowship & Feast Team  
Janelle Leon-Weinman, Gather & Grow Team 
Bill Salt, Education Team 
Rissa Springs, Worship Team 
Darlene Zies, Outreach & Service Team 

 

ALL TEAM MEETING NIGHT 
TUESDAY, December 1 

5:30pm in the Women’s Ministry Room 
All of Emanuel’s Ministry Teams gather on a single evening to share a meal, collaborate, plan, and schedule 
upcoming events and ministry projects.  
 

EMANUEL’S STAFF 
Senior Pastor  The Rev. Marcus Bigott 
   pastormarcus@elcseguin.org C: (830) 377-8643 
Associate Pastor  The Rev. Rudy Salazar, Jr.  
   pastorrudy@elcseguin.org C: (210) 387-5677 
Visitation Pastor - San Antonio 
   The Rev. Darwin Huartson, dhuartson@icloud.com 
Day School Director 
   Tori Ferson, O: (830) 372-0332  tferson@elcseguin.org 
Office and Campus Administrator 
   Sherry Hardwick, sherry@elcseguin.org  
Director of Finance 
   Jeni Payton, jeni@elcseguin.org 
Director of Choirs 
   Scott Sims, scott@elcseguin.org  
Principal Organist & Accompanist 
   Edward Workmon, edward@elcseguin.org  
Director of Community Education & Senior Ministry 
   Donna Simmons, donna@elcseguin.org  
Compass Cooperative Program Director 
   Hannah Hansen, hannah@elcseguin.org 
 
EMANUEL’S MISSION STATEMENT: “To be the church God is calling us to be by declaring God’s love, serving 
others, and embracing all.” 

 
GIVING AT EMANUEL’S: Donations and tithes to the church may be given by envelopes in 
the pews, mailed to the church, online, or scanned with QR Code.  
 
 
 
  

Emanuel’s Lutheran Church 
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

206 North Travis Street | Seguin, Texas 78155 
(830) 379-5046 | info@elcseguin.org 

Church office is open Monday-Thursday from 8-5 
www.EmanuelsLutheranChurch.com 

 










