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Sunday, October 19, 2025 
19th Sunday After Pentecost 

WELCOME to Emanuel’s Lutheran Church!  
It is our joy to have you worship with us today. 

 
 
 
PRELUDE                                       
 
GATHERING           The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 
C: Amen. 
P: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another. Merciful and loving God, 
C: we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. We turn away 

from the poor. Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones 
who were lost and have been found. Amen. 

P: Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the world to 
save sinners. You who were lost have been found. In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins 
are forgiven! 

C: Amen.   
Children’s Church: Kindergarten to 5th Grade gathers in the Chapel. 

 
 

GATHERING HYMN              “Rise Up, O Saints of God!”                             ELW 669 
 
GREETING                                                                                                
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  
C: And also with you.     
 
KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                                                     
AM: Let us pray together. 
C: O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to hear 

our cries. Teach us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek your 
enduring justice for all this suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 

 
WORD  God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Genesis 32:22-31 
L: A reading from Genesis. 
22 The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven 
children and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 He took them and sent them across the 
stream, and likewise everything that he had. 24 Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled 
with him until daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he 
struck him on the hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with 
him. 26 Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let 
you go, unless you bless me.” 27 So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, 
“Jacob.” 28 Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you 
have striven with God and with humans and have prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob asked him, 
“Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he 
blessed him. 30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, 
yet my life is preserved.” 31 The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because 
of his hip. 
The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: PSALM 121                                                    Congregation responds with bold text. 
1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; 
  from where is my help to come? 
 2 My help comes from the Lord, 
  the maker of heaven and earth. 
 3 The Lord will not let your foot be moved 
  nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep. 
 4 Behold, the keeper of Israel 
  will neither slumber nor sleep;  
 5 the Lord watches over you; 
  the Lord is your shade at your right hand; 
 6 the sun will not strike you by day, 
  nor the moon by night. 
 7 The Lord will preserve you from all evil 
  and will keep your life. 
 8 The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in, 
  from this time forth forevermore.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      
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GOSPEL:  Luke 18:1-8 
P: The holy gospel according to Luke. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose 
heart. 2 He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had 
respect for people. 3 In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, 
‘Grant me justice against my accuser.’ 4 For a while he refused, but later he said to himself, 
‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5 yet because this widow keeps 
bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually 
coming.’ ” 6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God 
grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in 
helping them? 8 I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of 
Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 
The gospel of the Lord.  
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                 “Wresting with God, Held by Grace”                 Pastor Marcus 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY              “Let Justice Flow like Streams”                       ELW 717 
 
APOSTLES CREED                                                                                    
AM: Let us confess the faith of the church, using the words of the Apostles Creed. 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe 
in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                                        
AM: Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
creation. We pray for the church universal. O God, who unites the church across the globe, 
bring unity and peace to a world divided by hatred and opposition. Turn our hearts toward 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

            Response to each petition:  AM: God of grace,  
                                                         C: receive our prayer. 
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AM: We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen. 
 
PEACE                                                                                                        
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C: And also with you. 
 
MEAL               God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
OFFERING HYMN                              “Day by Day”                                        ELW 790 
                   

 Giving information is located on the back of the bulletin. 
OFFERING PRAYER                                                                                   
AM: Let us pray.  
Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. Turn us to 
set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. 
Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING   
 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER                                                                                                    
 
LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                      
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
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and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION                                                                      
P: Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of mercy. 
 
COMMUNION                                     

Communion will take place via a continuous line. We welcome all baptized persons to the Lord’s Table 
who believe Christ is truly present in the bread and wine. Children are welcome to be brought forward 
to receive a blessing. Participants will be offered a wafer and invited to eat with these words, “the body 
of Christ given for you.” Gluten free wafers are available upon request. Next, step to the silver tray that 
contains glasses of white grape juice at the center and outer empty glasses for wine. Lastly, 
participants will step to the last assistant who will pour the wine and share these words, “the blood of 
Christ shed for you.” Place your glass in the small silver bowl at the end of the first pew as you return 
to your seat. If you wish to come forward and not receive either element, please cross your arms for a 
blessing. 
 
AGNUS DEI                                  “Lamb of God”       
 

 
 

 
COMMUNION HYMN          “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”                    ELW 773 
                          “Jesus, Still Lead On”                             ELW 624 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  
C: Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                                        
AM: Let us pray. 
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O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your servants. 
Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ 
name. C: Amen. 
 
SENDING             God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
BLESSING                                                                                                        
P: The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the 
hungry, who sets the prisoners free, ☩ bless you now and forever. C: Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN              “If You But Trust in God to Guide You”              ELW 769 

 
DISMISSAL                                                                                                
P: Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MUSICIAN TODAY: Ed Workmon, organ 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS for today, October 19, 2025: Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Marcus; 
Assisting Minister: Karen Weinstein; Communion Assistants: Dave English, Fran Vinyard, Liz Witten, 
Deb Haug, Marsha Schroeder; Reader: Drue Pike; Ushers: NEEDED, Rissa Springs, Ilene Cherry, Darlene 
Zies; Altar Guild: Marsha Schroeder, Sheila English, Dave English;  A/V Tech: NEEDED; Council 
Greeter: Bryce Kennedy; Hospitality: Gloria Hannah, Barbara Haas, Doris Jefferies; Safety Attendants: 
NEEDED, Joe Kane 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS for Homecoming Sunday, October 26, 2025: Preaching: Pastor Rudy; 
Presiding: Pastor Marcus; Assisting Minister: Bill Salt; Communion Assistants: Cindy Pique, NEEDED, 
Darlene Zies, Janelle Leon-Weinman, Emily Prochnow; Reader: Carol Hamilton; Ushers: Tim Troell, Joe 
Kane, Deborah Almquist, Bev Seidenschwarz, Barbara McCall; Altar Guild: Cathy Anderson, Cindy Pique;  
A/V Tech: Jonathan Zitelman; Council Greeter: Tim Kent; Safety Attendants: Charles Jobe, Joe Kane 
 
 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship Setting 1 with Holy Communion. From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright ©2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB139662 and CCLI #2442036. Scripture quotations are 
from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS are given in honor of fellow breast cancer survivors 
and in memory of those who fought the good fight by Janice Ehlers.  
 
CHAPEL FLOWERS are placed in honor of Jeannie Hall’s birthday by Tom 
Hall.  
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EMANUEL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP is in the sanctuary, online, and aired on KWED AM 1580 radio at 10:30 a.m. 
 

SUNDAY STUDIES: 
 THE HERITAGE CLASS (307): 9:15am. Seeking to unlock the wisdom of the Bible through 

fellowship and robust group discussion. Fall study: “Struggle, Perseverance, Hope”   
 JOY CLASS: Bible stories and songs for adults with intellectual disabilities. Class meets the first 

Sunday of each month in the WMR at 9:00am.  
 THE DISCIPLES CLASS (Family Life Center): 9:00am Sept 14 – Oct 19. “Sermon on the Mount: 

Living the Good Life of the Kingdom of God” led by Paul Sims. 
 CHILDREN'S CHURCH: During worship Children’s Ministry Assistant Charis leads our PK to 5th 

grade learners to the Children’s Church room, just down the hall from the sanctuary, and returns as 
we share the peace.   

 THE COMPASS COOPERATIVE gathers on Sundays with our four church partners- Emanuel’s, St. 
Andrew’s, Spirit of Joy, and Friedens Church - at Spirit of Joy campus. Middle School (6-8 grades) 
from 4-5pm, dinner for everyone at 5pm, and High School (9-12 grades) from 5:30-6:30pm. 
Contact Hannah@elcseguin.org for more info. 

 CONFIRMATION CLASS meets today, October 19 at 11:45 in the WMR. 
 

WEEKLY AND MONTHLY STUDIES AND PROGRAMS:  
Line Dancing with Handsome Rob (Fellowship Hall): Mondays at 2pm Sept 8 – Nov 17 
Yoga with Gina (Family Life Center): Mondays at 6pm on floor, Wednesdays at 9am with chair 
3C: Community-Connection-Conversation (Church Lawn): Tuesdays at 7:30am  
The Wired Word (Family Life Center): Tuesdays at 8:45am 
Sweet Hour of Prayer (Family Life Center): Thursdays at 10am 
Pathways to Healing Grief Support (Family Life Center): 2nd Sundays at 2:00pm 
Caregiver Café (Family Life Center): 3rd Sunday at 2:00pm 
Faith Circle (Women’s Ministry Rm):3rd Tuesdays at 2:00pm 
Joy Circle (Women’s Ministry Rm): 2nd Thursday at 9:30am 
Ladies Aid (Women’s Ministry Rm): 1st Wednesdays at 2:00pm, not in July 
 
 
 

 

HOMECOMING SUNDAY IS OCTOBER 26! 
 

Mark your calendars for Reformation Sunday's Homecoming worship service followed by our annual sausage 
lunch on the lawn! The 10:30 am traditional worship service will celebrate our Reformed heritage featuring 
musical selections on the organ and special music from Emanuel’s Chamber Chorus, Emanuel’s Ringers 
handbell choir, and Emanuel’s Lutheran Day School students. Randall Springs is smoking delicious sausage 
links and Mike and the Middletones German Band returns to entertain during the meal. First responders are 
invited to lunch as a small token of appreciation for their service. There will be additional fun and games for 
all ages on the lawn, including games and bouncy houses.  
 

Sign-up sheets are in the Narthex for what to bring as well as volunteers for set-up on Saturday and 
Sunday, serving food and beverages, and clean up following. This is truly a Homecoming Sunday- invite 
your family and friends to the celebration! 
 

IRON & EMBER is a new men’s fellowship group at Emanuel’s that will focus on conversation and shared 
meals cooked outdoors. The kickoff event will be on Reformation Sunday! Meet at the big oak at 7am on 
Sunday, October 26 to help smoke the sausage for lunch after the service.  

 

IT'S COFFEE CAKE SEASON! Emanuel's Ladies Aid is baking their famous coffee cakes one last time this 
year on Tuesday, October 21! Contact a Ladies Aid Member or the Church Office at 830-379-5046 for 
more information. Coffee Cakes can be picked up on the baking day between noon and 2pm. The price is 
$8.00 each -- Apple, Peach, and Streusel.  
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LWR BLESSING OF THE QUILTS is today, October 19 during worship. Emanuel's LWR Quick Quilters 
have made more than 200 quilts this year that will be shipped across the globe to be of service to people 
in need. Please join us as we bless these quilts made in love for our neighbor.  

 

THE CAREGIVER CAFE is a support group for caregivers meeting on the 3rd Sunday of the month from 2-
4 pm at Emanuel's and 2nd Tuesdays of the month at Argent Court Assisted Living. Please contact Donna 
Simmons at donna@elcseguin.org for more information.  

 

TRUNK OR TREAT is a great way to welcome cooler temps, all things pumpkin, and a wee bit of mischief. 
Let Pastor Marcus know if you will be hosting a trunk and handing out treats to little goblins on Friday, 
October 24th from 6-8pm in Emanuel’s parking lot. Candy donations are also welcome in the narthex 
and church office. Start thinking about your costumes and invite your friends. We are going to have a 
delightfully spooky time. 

 

ALL SAINTS’ DAY is Sunday, November 2. During worship we will remember and celebrate those who 
have died this year and those who were baptized. As each loved one's name is read, families will be 
invited to come to the front of the church for a special time of prayer and the gift of flowers.  A “Table of 
Remembrance” will be set up in front of the altar in the Chapel. Everyone is invited to bring a framed, 
standing photo of loved ones they would like to honor this day, even if they passed before this year or 
were not affiliated with Emanuel’s.    

 

SENIOR SOCIAL CHRISTMAS BUS TRIP signups are open! Join Senior Social Club for their December 2 
bus trip to New Braunfels and the Brauntex Theater. Our fabulous seniors will enjoy a meal out at the 
Golden Corral before heading to the theater for the award-winning musical, "The Grand Ol' Christmas 
Show." Please contact Donna Simmons for sign-up information and details. 

 

DISCIPLES CLASS: Creation, Power, and Truth will be Sunday mornings Nov 2 - Nov 23 at 9:00am 
in the Family Life Center led by Paul Sims. Do you struggle to see how the church matters in a world as 
complex and technologically advanced as the one we live in? Join us as we read N.T. Wright’s book, 
“Creation, Power, and Truth: The Gospel in a World of Cultural Confusion”, while reflecting and 
challenging each other as we think about the Gospel of Jesus Christ in our modern age. Please order a 
book before class starts.  https://tinyurl.com/creationpowertruthbook 

 

LWR INGATHERING is Wednesday, November 5. Volunteers needed to load a flatbed trailer and 
deliver 80-90 boxes of quilts and kits to St. John Lutheran Church in Marion. The boxes will be loaded 
onto 18-wheeler trucks and headed to a distribution center before being disbursed to people in need 
across the globe. Arrive at the Mountain Street entrance at 8:45am. Contact Cathy Anderson at 830-660-
8187 or canderson@tlu.edu. Please join the quilters for this heartwarming experience. 

 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED celebrates World Communion Day at Emanuel’s on Friday, November 7 at 
2pm in the Women’s Ministry Room. Socks for people in need this winter will be collected at this 
gathering. Church Women United is an international ecumenical Christian women’s movement 
celebrating unity in diversity, empowering women to work towards a world of peace and justice. The 
Seguin/Guadalupe County chapter is composed of nine area churches who meet four times during the 
year to worship, work and visit together. Please contact Elaine G. at elainegiesber@gmail.com  

 

PARK N’ PLAY with Ignite Youth and Family (and Friends!) is Saturday, November 8 at 10:30 am. 
Everyone is invited to Starcke Park (600 River Dr W, Seguin, TX 78155) for burgers, hotdogs, and ice 
cream. Playgrounds await us as we eat and fellowship together under a pavilion. There’s tennis and 
pickleball courts, a volleyball court, wave pool, and a huge kid’s playscape in addition to all the time we 
have to talk and laugh together as a Church family. Sign-up sheets are in the narthex with additional 
information about the day.  

 

HEALING HOLIDAYS is Sunday, November 9 at 2pm in the Family Life Center. "Healing Holidays" is 
presented by Emanuel's Bereavement Ministry with Pastor Darwin Huartson. This workshop is designed to 
help those who are grieving the loss of a loved one. Participants will use the holidays to discover how 
their loved one can live on into their life story, using this special time to continue to heal.   
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EMANUEL’S CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
And Ministry Team Liaisons 

President, Rissa Springs, Worship Team 
Vice President, Bryce Kennedy, Outreach & Service Team 
Secretary, Paul Sims, Education Team 
Treasurer, Susan Yeatts, Congregational Care Team 

Sheila English, Congregational Care Team 
Charles Jobe, Safety Team 
Tim Kent, Congregational Care Team 
Janelle Leon-Weinman, Congregational Care Team 
Bill Salt, Education Team 
Darlene Zies, Outreach & Service Team 
Natalia Almquist 

 

ALL TEAM MEETING NIGHT 
Wednesday, January 28, 2026 

5:30pm in the Women’s Ministry Room 
All of Emanuel’s Ministry Teams gather on a single evening to share a meal, collaborate, plan, and schedule 
upcoming events and ministry projects. Join us this last Wednesday of January. 
 

EMANUEL’S STAFF 
Senior Pastor, The Rev. Marcus Bigott, 830-377-8643 cell, pastormarcus@elcseguin.org  
Associate Pastor, The Rev. Rudy Salazar, pastorrudy@elcseguin.org   
Visitation Pastor- San Antonio, The Rev. Darwin Huartson, dhuartson@icloud.com  
Day School Director, Michelle Martin, mmartin@elcseguin.org 
Office and Campus Administrator, Sherry Hardwick, sherry@elcseguin.org  
Director of Finance, Jeni Payton, jeni@elcseguin.org 
Principal Organist, Edward Workmon, edward@elcseguin.org  
Director of Choirs, Samuel Bigott, sbigott@ingramisd.net 
Bereavement and Senior Care Coordinator, Donna Simmons, donna@elcseguin.org  
Compass Cooperative Program Director, Hannah Hansen, hannah@elcseguin.org  
Children’s Ministry Assistant, Charis Wirtley, charis@elcseguin.org   

 
EMANUEL’S MISSION STATEMENT: “To be the church God is calling us to be by declaring God’s love, serving 
others, and embracing all.” 
GIVING AT EMANUEL’S: Donations and tithes to the church may be given by envelopes in the pews, mailed to 
the church, online, or scanned with QR Code below.  

 
                      Emanuel’s Lutheran Church 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
206 North Travis Street | Seguin, Texas 78155 

(830) 379-5046 | info@elcseguin.org 
 Church office is open Monday-Thursday from 8-5 

                                  www.EmanuelsLutheranChurch.com 

 
















