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GATHERING
We gather in silence.
 
A PRAYER TO KEEP AWAKE
 
CHOIR ANTHEM                                                                           They Crucified My Lord 
                                                                                                             by Sam Batt Owens
 

THE TELLING OF THE PASSION OF JESUS CHRIST
 

READING ONE
 
SCRIPTURE READING | John 18:1-12

SCRIPTURE RESPONSE | Philippians 2:6-11

POETIC RESPONSE
Weary of all trumpeting
Weary of all killing,
Weary of all songs that sing
Promise, nonfulfilling.
We would raise, O Christ, one song:
We would join in singing
That great music pure and strong,
Wherewith Heav’n is ringing.
Captain Christ, O lowly Lord,
Servant King, Your dying
Bade us sheathe the foolish sword,
Bade us cease denying. 
Trumpet with your Spirit’s breath
Through each height and hollow:
Into Your self-giving death,
Call us all to follow.
To the triumph of Your cross
Summon all men living;
Summon us to live by loss,
 Gaining all by giving.
Suff’ring all, that men may see
Triumph in surrender;
Leaving all, that we may be
Partners in Your splendor.                                                                  Martin Franzmann



SUNG RESPONSE  | Go to Dark Gethsemane  (ELW 347 - v.1-3)

READING TWO

SCRIPTURE READING  |  John 18:13-27

SCRIPTURE RESPONSE | Hebrews 4:14-16

POETIC RESPONSE
Lord God of all creation,
 whose awesome will lifts up the cross, 
a sign of entry to eternal life,
 change our hearts
 that we may turn from all past ways of worldly power, 
 from means of destruction and coercion,
 to embrace the way of the cross,
 the weakness that is true power, 
 and the folly that marks your wisdom and reign.                                   Robert Hovda 

SUNG RESPONSE | Stay with Us (WOV 743)

READING THREE

SCRIPTURE READING  |  John 18:28-19:16a

SCRIPTURE RESPONSE  | 1 Peter 2:21-25     

POETIC RESPONSE
this is the breaking
when the very ground seems to crumble
because this is what it means to be forsaken.
scream
but no one will hear
so save that breath
for your last
three.
two.
and your bones seem to split and fracture
as every face that once loved you
howls like a hunter
and you are the prey
and they tell you to pray



POETIC RESPONSE (cont.)
and see if that will make it better
pray to the God who left you.
three.
two.
i do not wish this on you.
to feel your body destroyed
your joints disintegrate
your mouth dry up
your blood pour out and all the while
the crowd looming
waiting
for you to crack.
this is the breaking
when the betrayals and denials 
cannot be taken back
and you are alone.
(will those stones
cry out now?
will those angels
carry me now?)
(no.)
three.
two.
i will pray to the god who left me
because what else is there to do?
no one else is listening either.
do not save me
i am gone
save them.
forgive them.
save them.
three.
two.
one.                                                                                                                     Slats Toole



SUNG RESPONSE | O Sacred Head Now Wounded (ELW 351 - v. 1-2, 4)

READING FOUR

SCRIPTURE READING | John 19:16b-30

SCRIPTURE RESPONSE  | 1 Corinthians 1:18-25

POETIC RESPONSE
My beloved, my chosen, my son!
I carried you beneath my heart,
flesh of my flesh. 
And you are dead, silent,
my beloved son.
Again, I bear you in pain.
Again, I give birth in tears,
not now an entrance into life.                                                        The Lysogóra Songs 
See, I bear you to the grave.                                                            Fifteenth century

SUNG RESPONSE | Alas and Did My Savior Bleed (ELW 337 - v.1, 3-5) 
 

READING FIVE

SCRIPTURE READING | John 19:31-42

SCRIPTURE RESPONSE | Romans 6:3-5

POETIC RESPONSE
the night weeps
and covers the earth
with her protective arms
whispering, ‘i will hold you.’
the skies crack and the earth groans
as God dies.
and the wilderness is truly empty.
and there is nothing but
silence.
the kind of silence that comes
when there is no more point
to breath.
…



POETIC RESPONSE (cont.)
and yet somehow
the rest of us still go on.
breathe with us, o earth
breathe with us, o sky
breathe with us, o night
stay with us as we wait
we wait
we wait                                                                                                               Slats Toole

SUNG RESPONSE | Were You There (ELW 353 - v.1-3, 5)

BIDDING PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER

PROCESSION OF THE CROSS

SOLO                                          Luke Leverett, Lamb of God Your Only Son (ELW 336) 

CLOSING PRAYER
We depart in silence.



                                                                         (ELW 347 - v. 1-3)



                                                                          (WOV 743)



                                                                         (ELW 351 - v. 1-2, 4)



                                                                     (ELW 337 - v. 1, 3-5)



                                                                     (ELW 353 - v. 1-3, 5)
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