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Welcome to Emanuel’s Lutheran Church!  
We eagerly await the coming of Christmas and are glad you are with us today. 

 
PRELUDE                                “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                     Judy Hunnicutt 
                                  
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 
 
CANDLE LIGHTING HYMN    “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”   ELW 240 

Vs.1 
 

BLESSING OF THE GREENS   
P: In the days to come the mountain of the LORD's house shall be established as 

the  highest of the mountains and shall be raised above the hill; all the nations 
shall  stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say:   
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C: "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God  of 
Jacob; that God may teach us God's ways and that we may walk in  God's 
paths." - Isaiah 2:2-3 alt.  

P: Bring branches of cedar and holly, bring evergreens and a pine tree, hang wreaths  and 
garlands, adorn them with Chrismons and bows, illuminate them with lights 
and  candles.    

C: Make the church fragrant with the smell of living things and our holy play.  In 
acts of hanging greens and listening to the words of prophets and  seers. let 
us make our hearts and this space a place of inward and 
outward  preparation for the One who comes to give us second birth.   

AM: Let us pray. Good Lord, by your mercy guide our outward actions in such ways  that 
our inward being is formed in faith, hope, and love. May the decorations we  offer 
engage our senses during the days of Advent and enliven our praise and  worship, in 
the name of the child of Bethlehem, our risen and coming savior, Jesus  Christ.   

C: Amen.   
 
GATHERING HYMN            “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                 ELW 254 
 
GREETING                                                                                                
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  
C: And also with you.     
 
KYRIE                         ELW p.156 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                                                     
AM: Let us pray together. 
C: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save 
us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way 
of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
WORD  God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5 
L: A reading from Isaiah. 
1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 2In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the highest of 
the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3Many 
peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the 
house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his 
paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
4He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat 
their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up 
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sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 5O house of Jacob, come, let 
us walk in the light of the LORD! 
The word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 122                                         The congregation is invited to sing the bold verses and the refrain. 
 

 
 

1I was glad when they | said to me, 
  “Let us go to the house | of the LORD.” 
 2Now our | feet are standing 
  within your gates, | O Jerusalem. 
 3Jerusalem is built | as a city 
  that is at unity | with itself; 
 4to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the LORD, 
  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the LORD. R 
 5For there are the | thrones of judgment, 
  the thrones of the | house of David. 
 6Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem: 
  “May they pros- | per who love you. 
 7Peace be with- | in your walls 
  and quietness with- | in your towers. 
 8For the sake of my kindred | and companions, 
  I pray for | your prosperity. 
 9Because of the house of the | LORD our God, 
  I will seek to | do you good.” R 

SECOND READING: Romans 13:11-14 
L: A reading from Romans. 
11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far 
gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of 
light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery 
and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
The word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 



4 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                              ELW p. 160                   
 

 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36-44 
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
P: [Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the 
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will 
be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating 
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and 
they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be 
left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be 
left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But 
understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief 
was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken 
into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected 
hour.” 
P: The gospel of the Lord.  
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                                                                                Pastor Marcus 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”                         ELW 244 
 
APOSTLES CREED                                                                                    
AM: Let us confess the faith of the church, using the words of the Apostles Creed. 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe 
in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                                        
AM: As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns 
for new hope. God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the global 
church to the urgent needs of our time. Break down barriers of culture and custom and 
unite people of all faiths in your redemptive and healing work. 

Response to each petition:  AM: God, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer. 
 

AM: God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers 
and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
C: Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
 
OFFERING HYMN                   “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”                      ELW 257 

Vs. 1 
   

MEAL               God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

OFFERING                                             Giving information is located on the back of the bulletin. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER                                                                                   
AM: Let us pray.  
Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your 
mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our 
Savior. 
C: Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                         ELW P. 161 

 
 
PREFACE                                                                                                         ELW p.162 
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LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                      
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION                                                                      
P: Christ spreads a table before you. Gather here with all the saints. 
 

AGNUS DEI                                     “Lamb of God”                                     ELW p.164 
 

 

 
 

COMMUNION                                     
Communion will take place via continuous line (right side) and continuous kneeling (left side). We 
welcome all baptized persons to the Lord’s Table who believe Christ is truly present in the bread and 
wine. Children are also welcomed to be brought forward to receive a blessing. For those taking 
communion via continuous line, please make your way up the right-hand side of the main aisle. 
Participants will be offered a wafer and invited to eat with these words, “the body of Christ given for 
you.” If you would like a gluten free wafer, please ask the pastor or communion assistant for one and 
they will present you with a plate where you may retrieve the wafer. Each will then step, to the right, 
to the silver tray that contains glasses of white grape juice at the center and outer empty glasses for 
wine. Lastly, participants will step to the last assistant who will pour the wine and share these words, 
“the blood of Christ shed for you.” Place your glass in the small silver bowl at the end of the first pew 
as you return to your seat. If you wish to come forward and not receive either element, please cross 
your arms for a blessing. For those kneeling for communion, please make your way up the left-hand 
side of the main aisle. The bread and wine will be presented to you as you kneel, following the outline 
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above. Please place your communion glass in the small tray on the back side of the kneeler after you 
have drunk the juice or wine before departing from the rail as you are ready and return to your seat.  
 
COMMUNION HYMN          “Creator of the Stars at Night”                         ELW 245 

  
TABLE BLESSING 
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  
C: Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                                        
AM: Let us pray. 
Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in 
the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be 
fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised 
future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
SENDING             God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING                                                                                                        
P: God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of 
the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever.  
C: Amen 
 
SENDING HYMN                  “Rise, O Sun of Righteousness”                       ELW 657         
 
DISMISSAL                                                                                                
P: Go in peace. Christ is near.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                                      “Veni, Emanuel”                                      Pietro Yon 
 
 
 
 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship Setting 5, Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB139662 and OneLicense.net License #A-727673. Scripture quotations are 
from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

RADIO BROADCAST is given in celebration of Cliff Micheli’s birthday by 
Hughlene, Mitzi, Larry, Joey, Sam, Chris, Dustin, Austin, Josie and Michael. 



8 
 

MUSICIANS TODAY: Heavenly Ringers; Chris Teague, guitar 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS FOR TODAY, November 27, 2022: Preaching: Pastor Marcus; Presiding: Pastor 
Marcus; Assisting Minister: Wayne Stalsworth; Acolyte: Haley Benavides; Communion Assistants: Karen 
Weinstein, Fran Vinyard, Keith Vinyard, Bill Salt, Emily Prochnow; Reader: Carolyn Blumberg; Ushers: Tim 
Troell, Joe Kane, Bev Seidenschwarz, Deborah Almquist; Altar Guild: Cathy Anderson, Elizabeth Jandt; 
AV/Tech: Steve Anderson; Council Greeter: Melissa Barbre; Hospitality: Deborah Almquist, Gerry Harrison, 
Carolyn Blumberg 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS FOR SUNDAY, December 4, 2022: Preaching: Pastor Marcus; Presiding: 
Pastor Marcus; Assisting Minister: Carolyn Blumberg; Acolyte: Noah Bentley; Communion Assistants: 
Carrie Moseley, Jeannie Hall, Earlene Jarzombek, Jeanne palmer, Barbara McCall; Reader: Emily Prochnow; 
Ushers: Allan Bode, Bill Meier, Ron Schneider; Altar Guild: Elizabeth Jandt, Jeanne Palmer; AV/Tech: 
TBD; Council Greeter: Sarah Kennedy; Hospitality: Nancy Meier, Bill Meier, Fran Vinyard, Keith Vinyard 

 
 
 
 

EMANUEL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP is in-person, online, and aired on KWED AM 1580 radio at 10:30 a.m. 
 

COVID-19 SAFETY UPDATE: Masks are welcomed but no longer required on the church campus. Please 
refer to the entire updated 2022 Emanuel’s Covid-19 Policy on our website. 
 

EMANUEL’S MISSION STATEMENT: “To be the church God is calling us to be by declaring God’s love, 
serving others, and embracing all.” 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 
SUNDAY MORNINGS 

Children's Sunday School (1st Floor Green Room near elevator): Preschool to 5th graders are invited to 
join the Education Team for a rotation style Sunday morning education program starting at 9:15am.   
 

Children's Sunday School (Preschool to 5th Grade): 
11/27 - Angels Visits Mary and Joseph - Art - wreath and ornament making 

12/4 - Name Him Jesus – Cooking; 12/11 - Born in a Stable - Science; 
12/18 - Shepherds and Wise Men - Creative Drama; 12/25 – No Sunday School 

 

The Heritage Class (307): Augsburg Fortress Quarterly Adult Bible Study led by various class members 
during the winter quarter. Fall study is God’s Exceptional Choice. 9:15 a.m. 
 

Joy Class (Women’s Ministry Room):  Bible stories and songs for adults with intellectual disabilities. 
Gathering at 9:15 on the First Sundays of the month.  
 

WEEKDAY STUDIES 
Faith Circle (Women’s Ministry Rm): 3rd Tuesdays at 2:30 
Joy Circle (Women’s Ministry Rm): 2nd Thursday at 9:30 

Ladies Aid (Women’s Ministry Rm):  1st Wednesdays at 2:00 except in July 

TRAVIS STREET ACCESS RAMP is UNDER CONSTRUCTION. If needed, please use the 
Gonzales Street ramp or enter through the Mountain Street door to access the elevator. 
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BLUE SANTA GIFT WRAPPING: As Christmas and the season of giving nears, we are excited to have the 
opportunity to join others in the community by wrapping gifts for Blue Santa. Emanuel's Lutheran Church 
and Day School would like to show up as a group on the following nights. November 29, 5:30-7 and 
December 8, 6-7:30 @ Faith Lutheran’s gym. Please contact Sarah Kennedy at (281) 734-3845 or 
sarah13kennedy@gmail.com to share your interest and receive updates as the time comes. 

ADVENT NOONDAY SERVICE AND LUNCH: This Will be a Sign for You on Wednesdays, November 
30, December 7, 14 & 21 at 12:05 p.m. in the sanctuary. Join us for a time of prayers, song, and food as 
we prepare for the coming of Christ. Discussion of the lesson and light lunch to follow in the Women’s 
Ministry Room. 

ADVENT DEVOTIONALS: This will be a Sign for You daily devotion intertwines the writing of Henri 
Nouwen and Christopher Klofft will be used throughout our midweek worship services as a point of 
reflection, as well as a springboard for your own personal daily prayers. Copies are available in the Narthex 
and office along with a matching bookmark for use throughout your reading journeys. 

HOLIDAY PARADE AND STROLL: The Day School Board of Directors and staff invites you to come 
support our ministry at this year's Holiday Parade and the Downtown Sip-n-Stroll. Our Day School will be 
hosting a parade float entitled the "ELDS Express" on Thursday, December 1 and a booth at Central Park 
on Friday, December 2 as a part of this year's downtown festivities. Our booth will feature information on 
the church and Day School, crafts for kids, and delicious hot chocolate made by one of our students' 
parents.  We hope you can stop by! 

TLU VESPERS SERVICE: Emanuel’s friends will be joining the TLU School of Music for Christmas Vespers 
on December 2, 3, & 4 in Jackson Auditorium as we welcome the holiday season. Contact Donna Simmons 
if you need assistance ordering tickets. 
 

ElfTastic: A movie afternoon is almost upon us!  Partnering with Spirit of Joy, our Education Team and 
Vicars invite you and your family to join us at Spirit of Joy on Sunday, December 4 at 1:30pm to eat, 
paint ornaments, enjoy some time of fellowship, and watch the movie "Elf" together.  Our craft will be led 
by the master artist Geraldine Jordan so we hope you can attend.   
 

JUBILATION SINGERS & INSTRUMENTAL PRAISE AT THE BIG RED BARN COUNTRY 
CHRISTMAS on Friday, December 9 in the Little White Church around 6:15pm. Country Christmas is a 
family affair with food, music, lights, and Santa. Admission is $5/adult and $3/child. Join us at 390 Cordova 
Road to support our amazing musicians and have a merry time!  
 

SHARE THE GOOD MOOs!!! With your donations, poinsettias will grace the sanctuary of Emanuel’s this 
Christmas and ELCA Good Gifts will make a difference throughout the world. You may honor or remember 
a loved one by supporting the ELCA Good Gifts Project (any dollar amount or as indicated on the specific 
ornament) and/or with a poinsettia ($12 each). Check out the decorated trees in the narthex and by the 
chapel. Forms and payments may be put in an envelope and placed in the offering basket, given to our 
advent tree attendants, or delivered to the church office. Deadline to ensure poinsettias for Christmas is 
Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2022. 

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CAROLING: You are invited to join congregations and church leaders from 
around Seguin at Central Park on Sunday, December 11 at 6pm. The evening will feature choral pieces 
from church choirs, opportunities to sing our favorite Christmas hymns, and the hearing of the Gospel story 
of Christ's birth.  Bring a chair, a blanket, and come join us!   
 

CALLING ALL COOKIE BAKERS! The Congregational Care Team is seeking home baked treats for our 
homebound members to be delivered in December. Please bring your sweet treats to the church office by 
Tuesday, December 12. We will repackage to make sure everyone gets a nice assortment. 
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2022 Annual 
Congregation Meeting 

 
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING is Sunday, December 11, 2022, immediately following the 
celebration of Holy Communion. This meeting will take into consideration with potential action the 2023 proposed 
budget, church council nominees and synod delegates.  
 

COUNCIL LISTENING SESSIONS: In preparation for our Sunday, December 11th Annual Meeting three 
learning and discussion session are scheduled for Sunday, November 20, November 27, and December 4, 
at 9:15am in the Chapel, and Monday, November 21 at 6:30pm in the Women’s Ministry Room during the All-
Ministry Team Meeting Night. Discussion topics include, but are not limited to, the proposed 2023 budget, 
nominations for church council, and ministry programs for 2023. There will be plenty of time for questions and 
discussion.  
 
 

 
Join us as we celebrate Christ’s birth- good news  
of great joy for ALL PEOPLE! 
 

Christmas Eve 
4pm Family Service 
7pm Candlelight Service 

Christmas Day 
 Service of Lessons & Carols 

 10:30am 
 

  
 
 
 
GIVING AT EMANUEL’S: Donations and tithes to the church may be given by: envelopes in the pews; mailed to 
Emanuel’s Lutheran Church, 206 N. Travis Street Seguin, TX 78155, online through 
https://tinyurl.com/emanuelsgiving, or scanned with QR Code below.  

 
Emanuel’s Lutheran Church 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
206 North Travis Street | Seguin, Texas 78155 

(830) 379-5046 | FAX (830) 379-7518    
 Church office is open Monday-Thursday from 8-5 

www.EmanuelsLutheranChurch.com | info@elcseguin.org 
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